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ROYAL {FAV Y-MEN"> f 


WHEREIN, a 
From a Garry oriox of ſeveral original 4 
and authentic Tracrs, a . oy 
ARE FULLY SET FORTH : 
Tho Corrupt Practices of We 8 
the ROYAL Navy. A 4 
To which is PREF1Xx'D, . 1 
An Account of the Author's Character and 1 
Conduct. 
And SUBJPIXED, | * a 


Seo Prorozars for a better future Conduct. 


Dedicated to WILLIAM BECKFORD, E£/; Alderman, | 
and Member of Parliament for the City of 2. | __ 
WILLIAM THOMPSON, 
Citizen, in Little Toxwer-Street, and late inſpectin Cooper of the 
: Ons Fur of His Majeſty's 3 Office, London. 
_ * 
E Q V. D O N: 
Printed for H. SLATER, in Clare-Court, Drury-Lane, and 
H. SLATER, jun. at Holborn- Bars, C. HenDErSON, at 
the Royal-Excbange, ]. Scoꝶ, in Paternoſter-Row ; and 
fold by all the Bookſellers in Town and "Coun: 
MDCCLVII. | 
5 C Whoever ſhall preſume to print or pyrate this Book, it be- 
| 1 ing duly entered at the Stamp- Office, and Stationers: Hall, 
will be proſecuted as the Law directs. 
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' To the WoRSHIPFUL 


: WILLIAM BECKFORD, Eſp 


ALDERMAN, and Member of Parliament for 
the City of London. 


S I R, | 

Se E pleaſed to permit me in the Since- 
B & rity of my Heart to join in the great 
© Joy which all are unanimous in teſti- 
fying, for HAVING you one of the Re- 
reſentatives of this opulent City of London. 
Theſe Sentiments, theſe warm Wiſhes flow 
from a thorough Conviction of your ſteady At- 
tachment to, and faithful Guardianſhip of Truth 
and public Juſtice. The many and ſignal De- 
monſtrations you have exhibited of the ſame 
on every important Emergency, whilſt they fill 
with Eſteem for you the Minds of all your 
Conſtituents, not only operate in me the like 
profound Reſpect, but alſo are powerful Mo- 
tives to induce me to requeſt for the following 
authentic Tracts, the Favour of your upright 
and truly ſpirited Patronage. Your Candour, 
your Dilintereſtedneſs, your Abhorrence of f1- 
niſter Meaſures and Proceedings, your Deſires 
of the public Welfare, will be a ſufficient 


_ Sanction towards their being received as the ho- 
B nieſt 


** 
* 


CHEERS 

neſt and uninfluenced Endeavours of a Perſon, 
whoſe ſole Aim is to be inſtrumental to the ſa- 
ving of the Lives of Thouſands of his Majeſty's 
good and brave Seamen. So noble a Cauſe muſt 
inſpire, with the livelieſt Ardour, all Lovers of 
their Country, who, with you, will not fail to 
riſe up in its Vindication ; and, by uniting their 
generous Efforts, will at laſt cruſh that Monſter 
of Iniquity which has ſo long prevailed. It is 
not my Buſineſs to point out the Methods to be 
purſued in obtaining Juſtice for the flagrant Of- 
fence. Your conſummate Prudence will direct 
you to the beſt, and when you have redreſſed 
the Grievance, you will receive the unfeigned 


Thanks of all true Britons ; but of none more, 
than of 


Your moſt obliged, and moſt 
Humble Servant, 


W. THOMPSON. 


* 


Jam in Charity with all Men. 


| T HE material Inſtances contained in this Treatiſe of the 

= corrupt Practice of victualling the Royal Navy, I ſo- 
lemnly before this ſacred Altar of my God, declare to be 
true, and Matters of Fact. So help me God. As I hope 
through the Merits of my Saviour JesUs CHRIST to inherit 
Everlaſting Life. | 
So help me all good Men, that may aſſiſt in this great 
Cauſe | have undertaken. 

Of this alſo do you, Reverend Doctor, take Notice. 


WILLIAM THOMPSON, 
an. 2, 1757. Wine-Cooper, of the Pariſh of St. 
7 = Margaret Pattons, London, 


PRESEN T. 


HENRY DEAN, Churcb-Marden. 
NEWBRO SWINGLAND, Pariſh-Clerk. 


Who declared that they would take Notice of my receiving 
the Sacrament in Confirmation of the above Truth. 
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Be 
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THE 


Royal NAVY-MEN's Advocate. 


April 1745. 


Meſffeurs Jonas MALDEN, and JaMEs Law- 
RENCE of Maldon in Efjex, Aldermen, to the 
late THOMAS REVELL, Ei; 


S 1 X, | 
Feria F your chief Cooper Mr. William D——s 
S ſhould be diſmiſſed for his Miſbehaviour, of 
5 which it is ſaid he is accuſed, we ſhould be 
very glad if Mr. William Thompſan (now an 


under Cooper in your Office) could be ap- 
Od proved of by your Honour as a proper Perſon 
to ſucceed him. Tis with great Submiſſion we concern our- 
ſelves in this Aﬀair; but as the young Fellow was born 
amongſt us, and is the Son of a Clergyman (a good Scholar 
and Chriſtian) who was formerly a Friend of ours, we think 


zZ ourſelves obliged to do what we can to ſerve him; and as 
' we are perſwaded he will come ſufficfently recommended by 


the Gentlemen he has wrought for in Town, we heartily 
wiſh he may meet with your Favour, which will add tv 
the many Obligations you have already laid on, 


Your moeſt humble Servaits, 


JONAS MALDEN. 
JAMES LAWRENCE, 


This 


_ — — 4 
—— — — 


— —U— ——— ————— —— WO nt nn — — ů —— — — 


a * R * , i 1 
— 1 r en , 
ws * a 1 S os <back e — 
+ 2 


4 
N 


6 9 


. This is to certify to all whom it may concern, that WA- 
liam Thompſon has been employed by us as under- 
wwritten, behaving himſelf not only as a Proficient in 
his Trade, but ſober, diligent, and faithful to our great 

 Satisfattions, and worthy the Favour of the greateſt 
Truſt in any public Station as a Cooper, or a Clerk; as 
a Teſtimony of which we are ready to be Securities for 
his Fidelity in any Conſideration required. Witneſt 
our Hands, 


GeoRGE Woops, Eaſtcheap, Indentured Maſter. | 
ARTHUR HaRDins, late of Tower-ſtreet, Merchant. 
THomMas STEVENS, late of Lime-ſtreet, Cooper to the 
Hon. Eaſt-India Company. | 
STEPHEN T YERs, Eaſtcheap, Cooper in the Weſt-India 
Trade. | | 
JosIas CARLTON, Greenwich, Cooper to the Hon. 
Board of Ordnance. 


6 June, 1745. 


William Thompſon 7 Thomas Revell, E; at 


Leatherhead. 


Honourable Sir, | 
r your Concern for the Badneſs of Stores 


in the Fleſh Branch on a late Survey, and no one be- 
ing able to account for it ; with humble Submiſſion, I beg 


Leave to offer my Opinion, as you ſhall pleaſe to require, 


partly believing the Cauſes are rather owing to Ignorance in 
the Directors of the ſaid Branch, than to Wilfulneſs ; there- 
fore hope what I may diſcover will not be a Means of hurt- 


ing any one; I only deſire to be inſtrumental to a general 


Good, without prejudicing the leaſt Individual : Should it 
prove otherwiſe, it will be the moſt ſenſible Affliction I 


ever felt. 
This Preſumption I hope you will forgive, and ſuffer me 


to ſubſcribe myſelf 


Your moſt obedient and humble Servant, | 


W. THOMPSON. 
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Te late Thomas Revell, Eſq; to William 
Thompſon. 


Mr. Thoursox, 9 June, 1745. 

1 HAVE received your Letter, but not being able to come 

to Town, would have you go to Mr. H-, whom I have 
wrote to, to hear you on the Contents of yours to me. 


J am your Friend, 
T. REVELL. 


Complied with Mr. H—1 ſending for me. 


11 June, 1745. 


William Thompſon to the late Thomas 
Revell, E/q; 


Honourable Sir, 


Beg Leave to acquaint you with my preſenting the H— 
C E-] with ſome Reaſons for Miſtakes in the 
Fleſh Branch, and with all Humility entreat your Leave 


to recommend the following Method to prevent them, which 


is ſubmitted to your Honour's great Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
by ES 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


W. 'TnomMPsoON, 


A Method to redtiſy ſome Miſtakes in the 
2 Fleſh Branch. 


8 ALT ERS provided with larger packing Cloths will 
prevent the Dirt of their Shoes mixing with the Fleſh ; 
and when miſtaken in their Tale, by having Sail Cloths to 
turn the Fleſh out upon, will prevent much Naſtineſs being 
ſhovel'd up with the Fleſh, as is the Caſe when turned upon 


a dirty Floor. 
Su uty 1 Cadæs 


* 
* tet” » 
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Caſks ſhould be well made, and of good ſeund Timber, 
and Hoops free from Mould, or putrid filthy Stenches; and 
when filled, ſhould be placed under Cover : for by being 
kept dry, they will be haoped with leſs Fatigue to the 
Cooper, and will be leſs ſubject to leak, than when ſodden 
Wich Rain and Snow, and beſmear'd with Dirt, Blood, and 


the Excrements of Oxen and Hogs. What is ſtill worſe, 
many hundred Caſks being expoſed to the Weather, 


during the whole flaughtering Seaſon, and one, two, or 

three Months uſually expiring before they are cooper'd and 
made tight, not only hurts the Caſks, but the Fleſh alſo : for 
as in ſtrong Winds and Suns the Caſks ſhrink (the Joints be- 


ing then more open) the Wind and Sun more forcibly con- 


vey themſelves into the Fleſh, which dries up its Juices, 
and makes it ruſty ; and when Snow or Rain falls, the 
wider the Joints of the Caſks are, the faſter the Snow and 
Rain will penetrate, and gradually render the Fleſh ſome- 
what frefh by diveſting it of its Salt : This makes it ſoft and 
flabby, and haſtens its Decay. 5 1 
It is neceſſary the Labourers ſhould take the Cafks to and 
from the Coopers as they hoop them. This will be a 
Means to enable the Coopers to perform much more Work 
with leſs Fatigue, and will be a great Step towards pre- 
venting the Caſks being expoſed to the Weather. It would 
be alſo adviſable to ſet aſide many ſuperfluous Hoops, ſe- 


veral of them being not only uſeleſs, but a waſteful Ex- 


pence to the Crown, and a Loſs of Time to the Cooper. 
A very material Advantage will thereby accrue to the Fleſh, 
if as ſoon as the Cooper has finiſh'd his Caſk, the Labourer 
on taking it immediately away, ſhould draw the Bung, and 
lay it down to drain. Then it will eafily be per- 
ceived whether the Caſk has a clear Vent; for if a Piece 
of Meat ſhould lodge in the Bung-hole (as it often does) 
the Deficiency will be better known, and more readily 
rectified Belides, every Caſk muſt by ſo doing be well 
drained: for ninety or one hundred of them being laid 
down together, it will be impoſſible to diſcover an Acci- 
dent of this Sort. If the Bung Holes ſhould chance to be 
clear, yet the Drains may be, and often are ſtopped, by the 
Wells they diſcharge themſelves into being full of ſtinking 
Brine, which choaks up the Bung Holes of many of them, 
the Brine in the Drains reaching thereto: and for Want of 


Air, Caſks are not halt drain'd, ſome not at all, the La- 


bourers leaving them without any farther Care. Oftentimes 
Labourers 


„ 
Labourers turn them up for Pickling before they have lain 
long enough to drain, yet it is taken for a general Rule, 
that when they are turned up, though with all the above 
Faults, they are ſufficiently prepared to be filled up with 
Pickle. By theſe Miſtakes the bloody Brine remains in the 
Caſks, and in Proportion to its Quantity, flags by its ſofter 
and raw Juices, the Strength of the Pickle, and gives it a 
ſtrong and rank Smell, to the Prejudice of the Fleſn. But 
they had better not be drained at all, than be wrought up 
again out of ſtinking putrified Receptacles, to be made Pickle 
of, which no Practice can prevent, but by 'having them 
well leaded, and emptying and cleanſing the ſame once a 


Week ; becauſe the Timber of the Wells is ſo impregnated 


with foul Stenches, as ſcarce ever to be radically extracted. 
Another Reaſon for the Unfitneſs of the Pickle made out of 
theſe Wells, and the Cauſe of their intolerable Stench, is 
the Filth of Pot-ſcummings, Urine, and Naſtineſs of various 
Sorts flowing into them, and mixing with the Brine : 
Add to this, the Want of Air to make theſe noxious Smells 
evaporate. It is likewiſe obſervable, that Pickle made of 
this Brine, when boiled, produces a large and heavy Scum, 
and if not carefully attended to, when the Scum. begins to 
riſe, it ſuddenly falls and ſets too, giving the Pickle a Smell 
like burnt Milk: At the beſt, it is of a thick and Whey 
Colour, and has been known to ſtink in the Backs before 


it was uſed (27 May 1745) being but fourteen Days ſtand- 


ing. Bing Brine would be free from any Inconveniencies, was 
there a Well made nearer. This Brine being only com- 
poſed of the entire Juices of the Fleſh and Salt, when 
boiled, riſes with a light Scum, is of a ſweet Smell, and 

quite tranſparent. „ 
The Stillings cleared every Day, will prevent any Cooper 
charging more Work than he has performed ; and for Want 
of a due Obſervance of the aforeſaid Methods, many more 
Miſtakes ariſe, ſuch as pickled, unpickled, and undrained 
Caſks rolled away together, which, before ſtow'd up for 
Service, are examined, and if any Caſts are ſuppoled to 
have loſt their Pickle, they are again filled up. De- 
ficiencies of this Sort are often judged Leaks, but have 
too often been obſerved to be the Neglect of pickling, and 
are often ſtowed up unpickled, without any due Regard to 
theſe Overſighhts. Oftentimes Caſks that are pickled re 
left on the Stillings, and through Hurry, or a different Set 
of Men, have been laid down to drain a ſecond Time, __ 
| 5 C thoſe 


(36-3 
thoſe that have not been drained at all, to the Loſs of 
great Quantities of the Pickle. TD 

Caſks ſhould be ſent to the Red-Houſe, according as the 
Store-houſes become full. They ſhould alſo be always 
kept under Cover; otherwiſe the Sun and Winds acting 
without, and the Strength of the Pickle within the Caſks, 
muſt compreſs the Pores of the Timber, and cauſe Leaks, 
to the great Waſte of much Pickle, and Damage of the 
Fleſh ; which laſt, by loſing its Nutriment, becomes dry and 
ruſty, diminiſhes in Weight, and is more unwholſome to 
the Conſumer. In ſhort, the Shell and Salt of Fleſh muſt 
thereby occaſion inveterate ſcorbutick Diſorders in the Sea- 
men belonging to the Royal Navy. ICE : 
The Offals ſhould be taken out of the Slaughter-houſes as 
ſoon as the Slaughter is over ; for being ſuffered to remain 

till they ſtink, the purer Air infected, infuſes its morbid 
Qualities into the freſh-killed Carcaſſes of the Oxen and 
Hogs, the Heat of which ſerving alſo to attract the corrupt 
Air, the ſame remains lodged therein when they grow cold. 
This in Part may be aſcribed as one of the Cauſes of the ſtink- 
ing of 1500 Hogs in 1743. The Yards of the Slaughter- 
houſes ſhould likewiſe be kept clean, ſo much the more, as 
the Blood and Excrements of Oxen and Hogs not being 
Cleared away in due Time, produce abominable Stenches. 4 

Labourers ſhould be appointed to diſcharge particular 
Sorts of Work, which if any one of them neglected, 
or abſented himſelf from, it might eaſily be known who he 
was, by a ſlight View of thoſe that were preſent on their 
appointed Station. By this Means, none would complain of 
doing more Work than another, or ſkreen himſelf from his 
Duty, under the Pretence of being elſewhere employ- 
ed in private Services of Clerks, c. to the great Neglect 
of the King's Bulineſs ; but each in his Province would do 
his Duty, and know when it was done. | 

Hoops, Twigs, Sc. (laviſhly and unneceſſarily waſted) 
by proper Methods might be prevented, 


EXTRACT of the Victualling Board's Minute, 


dated 12 Aug. 1745. ; 

A ND chat William Thompſon one of the Pickle-yard Z 
Coopers, be employed in examining the Caſks before the b 
Fleſh is packed up in them, to ſee they be without De- 0 


fect, al 


WALES | 
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| ( 11 ) 
fect, and fit for Uſe, and that they alſo be filled up with 
Pickle, and drove as aforeſaid ; in doing of which he is ts 
lend a Hand, and be aſſiſting as far as the ſuperviſing there- 


of will admit of. 
A Cox. JAMES WO Od, 


Clerk of the Cutting- Houſe. 


Tueſday the 10th of September, 1746 
Mr. Wood, 6th, with his Report thereon read. 


ET the antient Method of curing Fleſh. in this Office 

be henceforwards continued: And let William Thomp- 

ſon be continued as lately, in overlooking the Pack, and 

Pickling, and to have ſuch other Charge of the whole as 
William Mercer uſed to have. 


A Cory. HENRY PELHAM, Sec. 


It is humbly ſubmitted to Conſideration, whether the two 
foregoing Orders of Board were not ſufficient Warrants for my 
future Conduct, agreeably to what J ſet forth to the late 
Mr. Revell, 11 June 1745, (ſuch Orders being never given 
to any one before) and whether it could be a juſt Sentence 
to diſcharge me, for having made it my buſineſs to prevent 
the ſiniſter Practices ſo long ſubſiſting. 

*Tis true, I was the youngeſt Cooper on the Eſtabliſh- 
ment, but this ſhould not be a Reaſon for ſetting me aſide, 
or oppoſing and making void my upright Intentions. 


20 Jan. 1745. 


Copy of Mr. James Wood's Report to the Vic. 
tualling Board, 


I N Obedience to your Honour's Minute, I have examined 
the defective Pickle in the Caſks of Beef ſent up from 
Portſmouth, from on Board the Sally and Bedford Victuallers 
bound for Jamaica, and conſidered from whence the Cauſe 
of its Defect ſhould proceed; but I humbly pray Leave to 
aſſure your Honours, that were my Life at Stake, I can 

, C 2 | give 


12 
ive no real Reaſon. for the Cauſe * (nor can the many 
* I have called in for their Opinion, give me the 
leaſt Inlight thereto) unleſs the Pickle Boilers, contrary to 
the many repeated + Orders I have frequently given them, 
have not kept the Wells clean, and thereby boiled up the 
bloody Brine when too ſtale, which fermenting in the Ship's 
Hold, turned into the Condition it is in. | 
To fall under the Board's Cenſure by theſe unfore- 
ſeen Accidents &, gives me the greater Trouble and Con- 
cern 88; for I can faithfully aſſure your Honours, that I 
have conſtantly given it in ſtrict Charge to the ſeveral Per- 
| ſons employed under me, to uſe all poſſible Care to ſee the 
Wells, into which the bloody Brine runs, kept clean, and 
to have the bloody Brine boiled up into Pickle before 
grown too ſtale t, and the Caſks to be always drove 
and pickled in Time, and the Pickle, ſomething of Conſe- 
quence to be noted, made of due Strength, and that I have 
always had an Eye to the ſeeing the ſaid Particulars per- 
formed, as much as the Multiplicity and different Parts of 
the Buſineſs would admit; and therefore, as it is impoſſible 
for me to be preſent (would it not have been better for to 
have ſaid convenient) at the boiling of all the Pickle, and 
the driving and filling up the Casks, if the Perſons to whom 
the ſaid Particulars, by the Cuſtom of the Office, have al- 
ways been entruſted, and who muſt of Neceſſity have the 
Care of them under me (what Uſe is a Warrant Officer of, 
if he does not do his Duty, in ſeeing that others under him 
| do 


* See my Method of Miſtakes to the late Thomas Revell, Eſq; 
On Mr. Hood's Survey I ſhewed the ſame, and many times long 
before, but it was looked upon with Contempt. | 
I As an Officer, it might be expected that he would ſee his 
Orders obeyed, unleſs the Place was too cold or unwholſome. 

{ It could not be unforeſeen, when before fully demonſtrated. 

FF That's true, being in briny Sorrow, when I brought the 
late Mr. Brereton's Orders, to inform him the Board had taken 
off his Suſpenſion, he returned Thanks for the ſaid late Mr. 
Brereton's Goodneſs. = 

+f A bare Order, without the Certainty of ſeeing it executed, 


bas but little Merit, or Weight, when the Officer retires for three 3 


or four Days in a Week into the Country or more. 

+ What Uſe could thoſe Orders be of, when all around 
his Office, in the Sight of all the Commiſſioners, and Hindrance 
of Buſineſs, with Damage of Fleſh, many hundreds of Caſks 
have been expoſed to all Weathers uncoopered the whole —_— | 

| | 0 
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| (8 3 
do theirs *) have failed in a due Compliance with the Di- 
rections I have ſo frequently given them; + I moſt humbly 
hope, that the Neglect will not be imputed to me f, as I 
could not know nor diſcover it till the Misfortune &, which 
was the Conſequence of it appeared, All which is humbly 
ſubmitted to your Honours, by 


Your moſt faithful and 
obedient humble Servant, 


| Jamzs Woon. 
* 


On the 20th of January, 1745-6, I attended the Victual- 
ling-Board by their Order, to give my Opinion of the 


| Cauſes of the Badneſs of Proviſions, loudly complained of to 


the Admiralty Board, and confirmed my Opinion thereon, 
as before ſignified to the late Mr. Revell, oy. » 7, 8, , 10. 
Half an Hour after the Victualling-Board broke up, I was 


ſent for to Mr. H—, a Cr, and, to my great Sur- 


prize, 


of the Killings! How can the C- —9 anſwer for ſuffer- 
ing theſe Things to be ſo? who now will juſtify the Inſults and 
groſs Abuſe I received for keeping Casks from being expoſed to 
the Weather, when Power was given me ? 

Would it not have been a more proper Explanation, had he 
ſaid, inſtead of the different Parts and Multiplicity of Buſineſs ; 
ſuch as required his Attendance at Greenavich- Hoſpital, and 
Marrowbone- Hall. his Country-houſe, and juſtified his retarding 
7 King's Buſineſs by taking Labourers out of it for his private 

e? 

What Damages may not be expected from Inattention to 


+ With what Aſſurance, without reaſoning on the old Adage, 
Birds of a Feather flock together. 
＋ A Sort of Contradiction to his own Report, or if it be not 
{o, where are his Qualifications for enabling him to preſide as 
OM over that conſequential Branch of the King's Buſi- 
neſs. 
$ Here he confirms as a Certainty, what he doubtfully ſets 
forth in the firſt Part of his Report, where he ſays, if my Life 
Twas at Stake, diſowning alſo the Judgment of the Judicious, 
and invalidating my frequent Repreſentations. On the whole of 
this Officer's Report, it is my Opinion he has taken great Pains 


to ſhew he has taken none at all, or at leaſt what another would 
bluſh at, | 


„ 
prize, was told J was diſcharged; which was equally as 
Juſt as puniſhing a Cooper for the Brewer's making bad 


Beer of bad Malt; a Cooper and a Pickle-Boiler being two 


diſtinct Employments, and quite independent of each other. 
What is more aſtoniſhing was, that they ſhould diſcharge 
the Man whom they were obliged to, for enabling them to 
ſatisfy the Admiralty Board with regard to the Complaints 
the ſaid Admiralty Board demanded the Cauſes of. This 
appears by the Victuallers Report to the Admiralty, Page 
17, 18. Without this Information they might have been ſo 
much puzzled, as to be under an Obligation to Dame Inven- 
tion for an Excuſe to gloſs over their unjuſtifiable Proceed- 


ings. 


To the Honourable the Commiſſioners of his Ma- 
Jeſtys Vietualling-Office. 


Honourable Sirs, 


IT H humble Submiſſion, I beg Leave now to be 
admitted to demonſtrate, that the Complaints for _ 


which I am diſcharged, were no Part of my Duty as 
a Cooper, and that I frequently have been reprimanded. 
on taking Notice of others Negligences, and reputed a. 
troubleſome buſy Body. Which is humbly ſubmitted to 


your Honours, by 


Your moſt obedient and humble & ervant, 


21 Jan. 1745-6, 
Not called. W. THromesoN. 


Copy of the Victualling-Boards Minute to Mr. 
Charles More, Ma/ter Cooper, 23 Jan. 1745-6. 


ILLIAM THOMPSON, Foreman of the Pickle- 

yard Coopers, obſerved, that Fleſh Caſks have been 
ſometimes wrought up with ſtinking Timber ; and being 
asked whether he had found any fince he was Foreman, he 


replied he had, and had returned ſeveral to the Cooperage, 


which were ſtinking after Seaſoning, and that he ſhewed 

them to Mr. More, Maſter Cooper, and Mr. Godfrey, the 
Foreman, who told him they would prevent any thing like 
it for the future ; but that nevertheleſs, he found 9 — 
| = culties 
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ficulties with the Coopers to make them ſend him ſuch 
Casks as were all ſweet and fit for Uſe, and without de- 
fective Timber; and further, that the Coopers frequently 
fend the Fleſh Casks to him at Night, to prevent (as he 
ſuppoſed) his being able ſo well to inſpect into them, and 
diſcover any Defect in the Workmanſhip. For that T homas 
Allen, one of the Pickle-yard Coopers, informed him, that 
upon his (Thompſon) ſending back a Cask ſometime fince, 
which was not well flag'd, the Perſon that made it was 
ordered to remedy the Defect, but that Somebody who ſtood 
by, ſaid it was no Matter for troubling himſelf about it, 
for they might ſend it back to him (Thompſon) at Nighy. 


29 Jan. 1745. 


The late Honourable James Brudenell, F/q; fs 
the late Thomas Revell, Eq; 


8 # * Ms 


I Am ſorry to hear that William Thompſon, a Cooper, whom 
I lately recommended to you as a Man of undoubted 
Knowledge, and good Character, capable in every Reſpect to 
be ſerviceable in the moſt frugal Manner in your Office, 
ſhould incur the Diſpleaſure of your Board, ſo far as to be 
diſcharged, when I ſhould rather have hoped he might have 
been preferred, and admitted to have had a Trial in the 
pickling Branch, which I am confident he would perform 
better for the Navy, and at a cheaper Rate, than others that 
have been tried, can do. I offer this to you as a Friend, 


leaving it to your Judgment how far to proceed in it. 


J am yours „ &C 


J. B. 


William 


[TI 
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28 Feb. 1745-6. 
William Thompſon 70 the Victualli „g- Board. 
Honourable Sirs, 


| B EING diſcharged, and conceiving it to proceed from 


a Miftake in my late Officer's Report, I humbly pray 
your Honours to give me z9w a Hearing, If am guilty 1 
hope for no Pardon, but a further Puniſhment ; if innocent, 
Juſtice ; both which is humbly ſubmitted to your Honours, 


by 


Your moſt obedient Servant, 


W. TromesoN. 


| 21 March, 1745-6. 
William Thompſon, to the Victualling- Board. 


Honourable Sirs, 


B EING diſcharged, I humbly pray the Favour of a 
Hearing, at your Honourable Board, being as defirous 
to ſubmit to a further Puniſhment, if guilty, as I am in 


Hopes of being reſtored, if innocent; and as a Proof of my 


Detires to do Honour to your Board, and ſerve his Ma- 
jeſty's Navy, I am willing, if your Honours pleaſe to grant 
me a Trial, to cure Beef and Pork better and cheaper than 
has been offered by any one; in order to which, I will find 
ſuch Security you ſhall pleaſe to direct, and pay for any 
Damages (but tear none) that may accrue from my Cu- 
ring, Which 1s humbly ſubmitted to your Honours, by 


Your obedient humble Servant, 


W. THOMPSON. 


The 


( 


Vitrualung-Office, 1 Feb. 1745-6. 
The Victuallers Report to the Secretary of the Ad- 


miralty. 


S I X, | 
Ss 7 H E Right Honourable the Lords Comm iſſioners of the 

Admiralty having by Order of the 11th of November 
laſt, been pleaſed to direct a Survey to be taken on the 
Proviſions aboard the five Victuallers in Port/mouth Har- 
bour, viz. the Bedford, Sally, Shirley, Lucretia, and Thes- 
phila, bound to Famaica, on Account of their having been 
long Water-born, and that ſuch as ſhould be defeCtive, 
ſhould be replaced with Proviſions of this Seaſon, and that 
we ſhould let their Lordſhips know our Proceedings therein : 
We pray Leave to acquaint you, for their Lordſhips In- 
formation, that by the Account of the Proviſions aboard 
the Ships already ſurveyed, the Pickle in ſeveral Caſks of 
Beef is reported by the Surveyors to be bloody, tainted and 


ſtinking, and we have thereupon ordered up four of the 
ſaid Caſks, and inſpected them ourſelves, together with ſe- 


veral Perſons uſed to the ſalting of Meat for the Merchants 
Service, and cauſed ſeveral of our Officers and Salters, and 
Perſons employed in the Cutting-houſe Branch to do the like. 
We find that the Pickle in them. is of a more bloody Co- 
lour than ordinary, and of a ſour, ſtrong, and ſtinking Smell, 
though the Meat itſelf is ſweet, and appears to be cured at 
frſt, and the Pickle when ſhip'd was reported to be ſweet, 
and in good Condition by our Officers who were ordered 
to inſpect it, and the greateſt Part of the Meat by repack- 
ing and pickling, will ſtill be fit for Service. 

We took the Examination of the ſeveral Perſons who 
viewed the Pickle, as to what they thought could be the 
Reaſons of its Defect, but many of them were not able to 
give any, and thoſe which have been offered, are very little 
ſatisfactory, being moſt of them conjectural, and many 
quite contradictory. | 

But although we are not able to learn to what Cauſe 
particularly the ſaid Defe<t is owning, yet from the whole, 
we conclude it muſt have procceded either from the Pickle's 
not having been of due Strength at firit, or from the bloody 
Brine having been ſuffered to lie too long in the Wells be- 
tore boiled into Pickle, or to its not being duly ſcummed 
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and clarified in boiling, or from the Casks not having been 


drove and filled up with Pickle in due Time after packed: 


and therefore to prevent any Neglect in any of theſe Par- 
ticulars for the future, we have diſmiſſed the Perſon who 
had the Care of boiling the Pickle, and keeping the Wells, 
into which the bloody Brine runs, clean, at the Time in 


which the ſaid Meat was killed and packed ; and likewiſe 


the Coopers, who as it is has been repreſented unto us, had 
the charge of driving the Casks in due Time, and filling 
them up with Pickle, and ſeeing that they were fit for the 
Service, and that the Pickle was ſweet and of due Strength. 
We alſo take Leave to ſend you, for the further Infor- 


mation of their Lordſhips, a Copy of which Mr. Wood, 


Clerk of the Cutting-houſe, has ſet forth in his own Juſti- 


fication in the ſaid Affair. | 
We are alſo to add, that we have ordered the Beef in 


which the Pickle had been found defective, to be replaced 


with freſh of this Year's Killings. 


And as to the Flour for Beef aboard the ſaid Ships, it is 


not fit to be ſent to Jamaica, being near eleven Months 


old, and beginning to decay. We therefore have ordered 


it to be baked up into Bread as uſual, at Portſmouth, for 


which it is very fit, and cauſed freſh to be put aboard the. 


Ships in the room of it. 
The Bread, as far as we have yet an Account, is all 
good, but as it has been ſo long aboard, we thought it would 


be moſt adviſeable to have it expended at home; and have 


accordingly ordered it to be replaced with freſh. 


The reſt of the Proviſions are in good Order, and fit to 


proceed to Jamaica, as far as we have hitherto an Ac- 
count of. We are, Sir, 


Jour moſt humble Servants, 


THO. REVELI. 
RICHARD Hail. 
WILL. Davis. 
TRHO. BRERETON. 
WILL. Hay, 


The Victuallers and their Officers Report to the Admi- 


ralty Board being of equa] Account, it will be needleſs to 


animadvert thereon ; 1 ſhall therefore only throw together a 
few 


0 
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(a ) : 
few. Remarks on the latter Parts of the Victuallers Report, 


vi. | 


| Meat itſelf ſiueet, and appears to be cured. at firſt P.-17. J. 21. 


The Incoherency of their Hs Conduct and Report al- 
moſt diſpoſes me to a laughing Fit, becauſe one would hard- 
ly ſuſpect Oxen to ſtink when killed this Day, and ſalted 
the next, in the Winter Seaſon. One may alſo ſuppoſe, 
that they were well verſed in the Arts of Shuffling and 
Colluſion. But to be ſerious: Let them anſwer me, if the 
Meat was well cured at firſt, what it was that could induce 
them on this Occaſion, to diſcharge the three oldeſt and 
moſt experienced Salters in their Service, who conſtantly at- 
tended, and performed their Duty. But ſuppoſing theſe 
Oxen to be ſweet a little Time after they were killed, which 
is the moſt that can be ſaid; it is undeniable they were 
not fit to be killed; and when ſlaughtered, they were not 
properly killed, but murdered: A great Advantage to the 
Sn becauſe the leſs they are bled and dreſſed, the 
more they weigh. | 


Pickle ſiueet when ſhipped, p. ditto. I. 22. 
If ſo, why was the Pickle Boiler diſcharged. 
Officers Inſpection of the Pickle, p. ditto, 1. 23. * 


Let them ſhow who thoſe Oſſicers were, ſo ordered as they 
ſet forth, and what any of them underſtand of the making 
or Quality of Pickle, and alſo the Occaſion of their orders 
ing their Officers to inſpe&t more particularly this Pickle 
than any other. 


Repacking and Pickling, p. 17. I. 24. 


3 This is doing Work twice over, and making it worſe 
= than before, as can be demonſtrated, therefore it would be 
better to ſuſtain the firſt Loſs. All the Pickle in the World 

can never clean Fleſh that has been long fed with ſour, ſtink- 

ing Pickle. Freſh Pickle would ſoon grow as corrupt as the 

old, with this Difference, that while it was freſh, it would 

more forcibly convey. itſelf into the Fleſh, and with ſuch 
active Power, fo as to extract from the Fleſh whatever na- 
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tural Juices the old ſtrong, ſour Pickle did not. The Fleſh 
conſequently will have nothing more left than the Name, 
or will properly be nothing better than the Strings or Huſk 
of Fleſh, and Salt of Meat. Now if ſuch, in a plentiful 
Country, which our gracious God has hitherto bleſſed us 
with, can be called Food, can we be ſo ſenſeleſs; we who 
live at Eaſe, fed with Milk and Honey, as to call it human 
Food, when Dogs that I have frequently offered returned 
Ships Proviſion to, have flaged their Tails, ran away, and 
would not even ſmell to it ? But if this be the Caſe, as it is 
in Effect, and too evident to be denied; what Safety can 
there then be to a Nation, ſo as not to periſh, when her 
young and ſtrong Men are eaten up and devoured by that 
deſtroying Angel the Scurvy, in far greater Numbers than 
they fall by the Enemies Sword. It muſt be an unparallel'd 
Ingratitude and Stupidity, thus effectually to deſtroy thoſe 
who are expoſing themſelves to diſmembering and embowel- | 
ling, and braving Death, in its greateſt Horrors and Dan- | 
gers, to preſerve our Lives and Properties. My Heart | 
begins to feel a tender Paſſion not in the leaſt unmanly : but | 
J have done; and do only offer one more Remark, which 
is, that though Officers can better provide for themſelves than 
common Men, yet they can effect nothing without them, 
It will ſignify but little, that the Commanders and Officers | 
are Heroes of great Renown, in good bodily Health, with | 
ſtout Ships, and every other Appurtenance of the beſt Sort 
for fighting, unleſs the Seamen are alſo in Health and high | 
Spirits: for by neſs they can neither fight nor work their 
Ships, nor obey Command. I own this a Digreſſion and 
commenting unneceflarily on a Subject better known than 1 
can deſcribe. | _ 


But alihs' we are not able to learn from what Cauſe, p. 17.1.32. 


Though the Victuallers confeſs themſelves at a Loſs, and 
puzzled to find out the Cauſe for Complaints of bad Pro- 
viſions, yet have they not ſcrupled to ſhew their Power or 
Dexterity to diſcharge, at all Hazard, four innocent Coopers, 
among the reſt one of whom was ſeventy three Years of 
Age, and had been in the Victualling Service from a Boy. 
Ibis Conduct of theirs gives great Reaſon to ſuſpect that 
the Burthen of Shame lay heavy on them, and that they 
could not clear themſelves of it, without finding a Sacri- | 
fice to attone for their Guilt, and quaſh frequent Demurs 


avout Miſdemeanours they might afterwards be called upon 
to 
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to anſwer for before their Superiors, as appears by the late 
Mr. Brereton's Meſſage delivered to me for the late honour- 
ble James Brudenell, Eſq; p. 22. 


And as to the Flour for Beef. p. 18. J. 19. 


It may be a Query, whether this Flour, according to 
Mr. John Llepd's Account of dry Stores, p. . was ever fit 
for Service even at the firſt; if not, it can be no Abſurdity to 
conclude it muſt be much worſe by lying heating many 
Months in the Ship's Hold. Their prudent turning it into 
Bread, I hope proceeded from no worſe a Cauſe than Ig- 
norance, being not much unlike the hedging a Field round 
to keep a Black- bird from flying away. It is to me as great 
an Inconſiſtency that rotten, muſty, weavely Flour ſhould 
make good Bread, as rotten mouldy Grapes ſhould make 
good Wine, however ingenious the Artiſts Skill might be. 

As being on a Subject of Bread baking, I do not think 
it improper at this Time, to mention a Lighter being ſunk 


while it was keyed to the Wharf of the Redbouſe Store- 


houſes at Deptford laſt Summer; which Lighter had four 
hundred Bags of Bread on Board, or thereabouts, and was 
afterwards fold, as I am informed, to a certain Perſon to 
feed Hogs with. And e, e Ne, more Bread 
was afterwards put on Board this ſame Lighter, and ſunk a 
ſecond Time, and damaged Ninety Bags of Bread more or 
thereabout, Whoſe Fault this was, and how the Damage 
was accounted for, and who was the Sacrifice, if there was 
any, I cannot be informed ? | 
By their H s Silence on the Quality of Butter, Cheeſe, 
Oil and Raifins, I preſume there was none on Board the 
ſaid Ships, or by being long Water- born, they might have 
been expended : the Cheeſe into Ammunition, caſt into Can- 


non Balls, the Raiſins as Wadding for the ſame ; the But- 


ter and Oil to greaſe their Tackle with, for which it may 
be thought very fit, by thoſe Tars whoſe Stomachs are not 
very ſqueamiſh, and who can bear to paddle their Fingers in 
ſtinking Sluſh. If this is the Caſe, it is no longer a Wonder at 
the Purſers being tormented with Execration and bitter Wrath 
from poor remedileſs, aggrieved and tortured Men on Board, 
and the Difficulties and Delays they meet with in paſſing 
their Accounts at the proper Offices on Shore. To which 
may be alſo added, the many Impoſitions paſſed on the Ma- 
ſters of ſeveral Victualling Tranſport Veſſels and "Tenders, 


in 


i WES 
in getting admitted into the Service, and the tedious Ex- 
pence of Time and Money, in getting their Accounts paſſed, 
by overbearing and mercenary Officers, &c. under ſuperior 
Protection. I do not think it improper to ſet forth in this 


( 
#4 Place alſo, the frequent Trouble and Diſappointments the | 
7 common Seamen often' meet with, when they come to re- 
13 ceive their little Shares of ſhort Allowance Money; their 
q | . Abuſes in which, has often provoked them to Rage and | 
Tg Threats of Violence. | | 
$$ | N { 
Wn He” | | 2 April, 1746. : 
4 i 8 TIN | | . 
l f i he late honourable James Brudenell, Eſq; orders me to 
1 wait on the late Thomas Brereton, Eſq; with his Compli- | 
14 ments, deſiring the ſaid late Thomas Brereton, Eſq; to ſend i 1 
Mt Word either by Word of Mouth, or in Writing, which | 
14 he ſhould chuſe, upon what Account I was diſcharged, 


$$ _ ANSWER. (riſing from his Table, and clapping me on 
46 the Shoulder. OL 

3 | My dear Themp/ſor, J do not think you was in Fault; 

nor none of us think you was in Fault; but the Thing 
hangs harder upon us than it does upon you. We are all 
of us Men of Fortune, and Men of Place, ſubje& to be 

called upon before the Lords of the Admiralty, and before 

the Parliament; to prevent which we thought it was 

. 75 for you to loſe your Employment than we our 
laces. | | 
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So help me God. | 


| | 28 March, I 746. 
William Thomſon 7 the Duke of B—d. 


: May it pleaſe your Grace, 1 
W IT H great Humility I beg Leave to acquaint 
ä you, that I have been ſome Years employed as a 
Cooper in his Majeſty's Victualling Office, London; and 
was laſt Auguſt made inſpecting Cooper of the Pickle-yard of 
the ſaid Office, for the good Services I had performed there- 
in, by the honourable Commiſſioners of Victualling, _— 
; Wnic 
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which ſome Complaints from Sea having been made at your 
Right Honourable Board, of the . of Fleſh Proviſions 
cured laſt Year, though I was not then intruſted with the 
Care of that Branch, the honourable Commiſſioners have 
thought proper to diſcharge, me, as may appear to your 
— in — — to your Rt. aa ts Board. * 7 
ſtead of being diſcharged I was in Hopes of being reward- 
ed for my extraordinary Pains and Care. Laſt Friday 1 
obtained, after nine Weeks Application to their Board, and 
to every Member thereof, from Time to Time, perſonally, 
at their own Houſes, the Favour of a Hearing at their 
Board, where I acquitted myſelf of all Blame. At which 
Time the ſaid Commiſſioners were pleaſed to tell me, they 
had no Objections to my Duty ſince my Inſpection, but that 
they would not alter their firſt Judgment againſt me. 

n theſe Circumſtances I , mutt humbly pray your Grace 
to protect my injured Innocence, and not ta ſuffer. Loyalty 
and Affection to King and Country (accounted a Merit in 
former Ages) to be puniſhed unworthily in, this. If it 
ſhould be your Pleaſure to intereſt; yqurſelf in this conſe- 
quential Concern, and afterwards order, as you ſhall; think. 
me worthy to be returned to my late Employ:: I then, with, 
your Grace's. Approbation, will perfarm. a further Good 
for the Benefit of all, in. curing. Beef and Pork for the 
Royal Navy, better and cheaper than. has hitherto been prac 


tiſed, or offered by any one, and will find- ſuch Security for 


all 3 as may accrue from my curing, but fear none. 


I beg Leave to offer myſelf to your Grace in Humble- 


*X neſs of Mind, 
mx : 85 ; 
" "59 


Your GRACE's 
maſt obedient Servant, 


W. Tnozursox. 
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9 Oober, 1746. 


Extract of a Letter from — 8— 
— to William Thompſon. 


— 


uns 8 IX, | 

T HIS informs you it was the thirteenth, fourteenth and 

fifteenth Packs of Hogs in 1743 that ſtunk, and 
notwithſtanding the Salters complained the Weather was 
hot and muggy, yet they killed ſuch Quantities, and hung 
them ſo thick, that they could not cool, and even ftunk 
at the Scale, being about fifteen hundred. Though ſtrongly. 
oppoſed by Meſſers and Salters, they were obliged to cut 


and falt them, for which the C—-—s mulcted their Wages, | 


making them alſo do their Work over-again without any 
Allowance ; and after great Quantities of extra Salt and 
Labour uſed, the Pork was not fit for Service. The 7th of 
Feb. 1744, the O——s of the Fleſh Branch, then, and at 
other Times, frequently repulſed their Men for refuſing to 


cut and ſalt what was not fit for Service; directing them, 


as their Buſineſs, to cut and ſalt what was brought to 
them, and ask no Queſtions. Note, One Hog was bruiſed 
almoſt to a Jelly. | 

Some of theſe Hogs were taken Notice of as they were 
driving for Slaughter, to be very unfit for Service, by Mr. 
John Lloyd, who was thereupon called to the Board to 
give his Reaſons for ſo ſaying, which he gave cogent enough 
to prevent the ſlaughtering them: notwithſtanding which 


they were killed and falted. He alſo declared to the Board, AY 
that if they took Salt, he would ſubmit himſelf to be ſalted, 


As this was the real Caſe, would it not have been better to 
have ſtop'd the Killings than waſtefully expended both La- 


bour and Money upon them, that were afterwards con- 


demned as unſeryiceable. 


Ta 
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To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners for Executing 


the Office of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain. 


The humble ReEMonsS TRAN cs of William 
Thompſon, 


Sheweth, | | 

THAT he, the ſaid William Thompſon, a Cooper, lately em- 

ployed in his Majeſty's Victualling Office, London, was in 
June, 1745 called upon by the honourable Mr. Hh a Com- 
miſſioner thereof, to know if he could account for the Faults 
of the curing Branch; which he did ſo much to the Satis- 
faction of the ſaid Mr. H--/l, that in Auguſt following he was 
ſent for to the honourable Victualling Board, and account- 
ed for the Faults of that Branch there likewiſe. Upon 
which the Board was pleaſed to give him, the ſaid Wiliam 
Thompſon, a Minute to inſpect that Branch according to 
the Methods that he had acquainted them with. 
That in September following he received another Minute, 
ordering him the ſaid William Thompſon to continue his In- 


ſpection, which he did better to the Satisfaction of the ho- 


nourable Commiſſioners, and good Liking, as well as Be- 
nefit, of poor Men in general, than ever was done before, 
and leſs expenſive alſo. PO +3 | 
That in January following, there came Complaints to 
the Board of the Badneſs of Provifions cured in 1744, which 
was the Year before the ſaid William Thompſon received his 
Minutes for inſpecting the curing Branch. | 

That upon this, the honourable Victualling Board ſent for 
him, the faid William Thompſon, to know if he could ac- 
count for the Cauſes of thoſe Complaints; which he did in 
a great many Reſpects, though not in all, fearing it might 
greatly prejudice fome particular Perſons, whoſe Practices 
were too notorious for him to approve. Some of great Con- 
ſequence he prevented hy virtue of his Inſpection, and pro- 
poſed to prevent the reſt, could he have procured ſufficient 
Power, which could be no otherwiſe than by his being 
made Maſter Cooper of his Majeſty's Cutting-houſe and 


Pickleyard by your Lordſhips ; and that the taid MHilliam 


Thimpſn did humbly ſubmit to the honourable Viciualling 
Board in Aug? 1745. But vety unexpectedly, he the aid 
1. N flliam 


( #6} 


Hilliam Thompfon was prevented, not only continuing te 
practiſe that Good, which all Sorts of Perſons applauded, 
(the Government, and poor Men) in a ſuperlative Manner be- 
ing better ſerved ; but, alſo what he additionally intended 
for the Comfort and better Health of his Majeſty's Navy- 
Men, by his being upon this his Hearing immediately diſ- 
charged from his Employment. 


That the ſaid William Thompſon being well known to, and 


eſteemed by the honourable James Brudenell, Eſq; deceaſed, 
was by him many Times ſtrongly recommended to the ho- 
nourable Commiſſioners for a Hearing, which he obtained, 
and entirely cleared himſelf from the Charge againſt him; 


notwithſtanding which, the Commiſſioners did not reſtore 


him. 


That he the faid William Thompſon acquainted. the late 


honourable Mr. Brudenel! therewith, who deſired him to 


have Patience till he could ſee the honourable Commiſſioners, 
which that Gentleman was pleaſed to do, and afterwards 
adviſed the ſaid William Thompſon to be eaſy for a little 
Time, for that the honourable Commiſſioners had promiſed 
him that he ſhould be reſtored. 

That he the ſaid William Thompſon has waited hitherto 
with the greateſt Patience, without finding any Effect of the 


ſaid Commiſſioners Promiſe to the deceaſed Gentleman, 


and has been informed of its being out of the Power of the 
honourable Commiſſioners to reftore him, by Reaſon of his 
being reported to your Lordſhips : Therefore the ſaid Wil- 
liam Thompſon humbly preſumes to trouble your Lordſhips 
with the annexed Petition. 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners for Executing 


the Office of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain. 
The humble PeTiTION of William Thompſon, 


Sheweth, 
T H A T your Petitioner apprehends himſelf to be unjuſt- 


ly reported by his late Officer, Mr. James Mood, to 


the honourable Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Victualling- 


Office, London, as he hath endeavoured to make appear to 


your Lordſhips in a Remonſtrance annexed hereto. 
That your Petitioner was laſt January diſcharged by Means 


of his late Officer's Report to the honourable Commiſſio- 
* , >. ners, 


r 


(1 

ners, for a Fault committed in the curing Branch, wherein 
he was no ways accountable, it being the Year before 
the Time of his inſpecting that Branch, as his Minutes from 
the Victualling Board clearly ſhow ; nevertheleſs, your Pe- 
titioner being well acquainted with the true Cauſes of the 
Royal Navy's juſt Complaints is ſtill willing to ſerve his 
Majeſty in the ſaid Office, to prevent them. 

Wherefore your Petitioner humbly prays, that your 
Lordſhips will be pleaſed to admit him to be heard before 
your Lordſhips, that he may have Opportunity to make his 
Innocence appear; and if thereupon it ſhall be your Lord- 
ſhips Pleaſure to grant your Petitioner a Warrant of 
Maſter Cooper of his Majeſty's Cutting-houſe and Pickle- 
yard, London, with a ſmall Privilege, and to enable him to 
execute his Undertaking without the Interpoſition of any 
other Officer, and to prevent his being diſcharged but at 
the Pleaſure of your Lordſhips; in Conſideration of which, 
your Petitioner will be accountable for all Sorts of Work 
performed by the Coopers and Labourers of the ſaid 
Branch, and likewiſe for all Stores under his Care, and the 
Iſſues and Returns of them, and will find ſuch Security for his 
Fidelity, as your Lordſhips ſhall pleaſe to direct; or that 
your Lordſhips will pleaſe to grant ſuch other Powers as to 
your Lordſhips ſhall ſeem meet. And | 


Your Petitioner ſhall ever pray. 


24 December, 1746. 


XX Samuel Trew, Town - Clerk of Maldon in 


Eſſex, to B—n A——r, Ef; by Defire of 
the Aldermen of the ſaid Town. 


Dear Sir, 


2 * H E Bearer, Mr. Thompſon, has a Petition depending 


before the Lords of the Admiralty, the Particulars 


| whereof he will acquaint you with. He is a Stranger to 


me (the Son of the late Rev. Mr. Francis Thompſon of our 


I Town) but by the beſt Account I can gather, is a Man of 


good Character, and Mr. Jonas Malden, and ſome of my 
Friends here, have deſired me to recommend him as ſuch, 


and to beg the Favour of your Letter recommending him to 


E 2 L- d 


* — 


( 28 ) 
L—d B 's good Offices, which may in all Probability 
be of good Service to him. | 


Iam, S I R, 


Your moſt obedient Servant, 


Maldon, 24 Oclob. 1 746. 
| SAMUEL TREW. 
Delivered to B 4——, Eſq; at Sudbury, at the ſame 
Time received his to L—d B —7, and delivered it in 
Perſon the Monday following. 


| 24 Ob. 1746. 
BN A—1 to Ld B 


My Lord, 


THE Bearer hereof, who is ſtrongly recommended te 
| me as a Perſon of good Character, from many in my 
Neighbourhood, complains, that by ſome Delay in an Af- 
fair lately before the Victualling Office, he is a great 
Sufferer. He ſays his Caſe will ſpeak for itſelf, when it is 
fully laid open to your L-—p., If it will, I have told 
him it will want no other Intereſt ; if it will not, that no 
other will be effectual. All he can hope from my 


N. 


Letter, will be an Introduction to you, which is the only 


Favour I preſume, in his Behalf, to ask; who am, 
My Lord, Your Lordſhip's 


Delivered in Perſon the  2noft obedient humble Servant, 
Monday following. 5 
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21 Nov. 1746. 


William Thompſon to the L— d. D—-n 
B—-n, and V | 

May it pleaſe your 2 2 | 
IT H great Humility I intreat your L——p's Par- 
don for this further troubling you: But as it is a 
publick Cauſe, a general Good, and my injured Innocence, 
I mean to ſupport againſt all Oppolers; I am in no 
Doubt of there being Motives ſufficiently great enough to 
induce your Lordſhip (as an illuſtrious Pattern of Loyalty, as 
an Enemy to Arbitrarineſs and Injuſtice, as a Lover of Truth 
and Shield to the Oppreſſed) to give a Sanction to my Caſe, 
ſet forth and delivered this Day in my Memorial, dated 
Nov. 19, 1746, and addreſſed to your Right Honourable 


Board, incloſed in a Letter directed to Thomas Corbett, Eſq; 


If my ſaid Memorial meets with any Opponents to ob- 
ject to it, I am confident I ſhall meet with no Difficulty 
of invalidating them, if admitted to anſwer to them before 
your Right Honourable Board, Viva voce; which Favour I 


' humbly pray for; and if then I. may be found to fail in 


any one Point, I defire no other Favour than to die for it, 
as a Puniſhment due to my Crimes, | 


This, my noble Lord, with a chearful Reſolution and 


Acal, I beg Leave to ſubmit to your Lordſhips great Dig- 
*X nity and Honour. But if the Merits of my Cauſe ſhall ap- 
XZ pear clear, and worthy of your countenancing, I ſhall 
think myſelf greatly honoured, in having the Liberty 
MN of conſigning myſelf over to the Protection of your well 


known Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and of gladly offering my- 
ps | 


Ever devoted humble Servant, 


Delivered to cach a Copy. | W. THOMPSON, 


Victualling 


( 30 ) 
Victualling-Qßice, 20 Otber 1746. 
Victuallers Report to the Admiralty Board, in 
Anſwer to the Remonſtrance of William 
Thompſon. | 


Directed to the SECRETARY of the ADMIRALTY.] 


SI X, 

1 N Return to your Letter of the firſt Inſtant, incloſing 

a Remonſtrance of Pilliam Thompſon, a Cooper, lately 
employed in the Pickle-yard of this Office, concerning his 
being diſcharged, and a Petition to the Right Honourable 
the Lords of the Admiralty, that he may be appointed Ma- 
ſter Cooper of the Pickle-yard and Cutting-houſe, and ſig- 
nifying the Directions of their Lordſhips, that we ſheuld 
fate what he has repreſented, and report our Opinion there- 
on, we beg Leave to be referred to our Letter to Mr. Cor- 
bett of the firſt of February laſt, wherein we ſet forth the Rea- 
ſons for diſcharging the ſaid William Thompſon, and three other 
Pickle-yard Coopers in ordinary. And as to his having been 
appointed to inſpect that Branch, we are to obſerve, that he 


ſeeming to be an active Man, was made Foreman of the 


four Pickle-yard Coopers, which is a Denomination always 
given to one of them, but without any Difference of Wages, 
and from thence, we preſume he thought himſelf an Officer, 
and occaſions his Application to their Lordſhips for being 
appointed Maſter Cooper of the Pickle-yard, which is an Of- 
fice intirely new, and which we think the Service ſtands in 
no need of; or if it did, he would not be a fit Perſon for it. 
And we beg Leave further to acquaint you, that although 
we did not think proper to continue the ſaid Thompſon, and 
the other three Pickle-yard Coopers any longer in that Sta- 
tion, for the Reaſons mentioned in our Letters of the firſt of 
February, yet we did not deny them from working as Coo- 
pers in any other Station, which ſome of the others have 


done. 
We herewith return the Papers incloſed in your ſaid Let- 


ter, and are, | 
S 7 R, 


Your moſt humble Servants, 


JOHN CLEVELAND, £73; RICHARD HALL. 
W. DAVIS. 


Accrr, HENRY PELHAM. JAMES WALLACE. 
| ANIMAD= 


nos 
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| 20 Oclober, 1746. 
ANIMAD VERSION S 


On the ViCTUALLERsS Report to the Ap- 
BY MIRALTY BOARD. 
P AGE 30, Line 7. Ve fhould ſtate what he has re- 

preſented. | RE 


Where is the Obedience or Conformity to be found in 
their whole Report, touching any one Circumſtance in my 
Remonſtrance? And if any one Thing therein was wrong, 
why did they not ſtate and point it out, unleſs ſome of 
their ſuperiour Friends conceived they wanted Senſe, or ra- 
ther Honeſty ſo to do? 


L. 7. And report our Opinion thereon. 

That could not well be expected in Equity, as it muſt 
have produced not only Self- conviction, but Self-condem- 
nation. | 

L. 10. Set forth the Reaſons. 
It would have been better ſaid for Want of Reaſon. 
L. 13. Appointed to inſpect. 
Vid. Victualling-Board's Minute, P. II, 12. 
L. 14. Seeming to be an active Man. 

Very faint, and implies a Doubt ; but let me be judged 
by my Works, and by all Men that ever knew me, from my 
Cradle to this Hour, | | 


L. 14. Foreman. 


Let 


( 32 ) 

Let theſe Gentlemen ſhew an Inſtance of the Board's 
Minute to any one Foreman before, enjoining him to per- 
form thoſe Things my Minutes from this Board directed 
me to do ; and Jet them alſo anſwer if they did not appoint 
another Pickle-yard Cooper in my Room, on my being 
preferred to a more confirmed Power than any other Fore- 
man before or ſince. If it was, needleſs, why did they do 
it? Or if I was unfit, where was their Judgment in making 
Choice of me, contrary to my Deſires, as I ſet forth to 
them at their Board on their firſt Propoſal ? This indeed 
may be faid, that it was an Employ of much more Trou- 
ble and Concern, without any additional Pay, and of much 


more Fatigue than before, having been up three Weeks to- 


ether, and never regularly ſlept any Part of the whole 
Time, in order to get my Buſineſs done, which I never 
had Occaſion to do before; neither ſhould I have done it 
then, had it, been my Duty; and with the Intent to prove 
that, I did not advance any Thing to the late Mr. Revell, 
p. 7- that I was not capable of performing myſelf. This, 
and no other, was the Reaſon that induced me to accept of 
the Power they oifered me to work my own Plan of Bu- 


ſineſs ; the Board telling me, at my ſecond Refuſal of their 


Board's Order, that whoever ſhould preſume to interrupt 
me in my Proceſs of Buſineſs, if I reported them to the 
Board, they ſhould be inſtantly diſcharged. 

L. 16. Difference of Wages. 


Not to their Credit, the Government being ſo man 


Thouſand Pounds per annum benefited by me, as may 


eaſily be made to appear. 
L. 17. Thought himſelf an Officer. 


Very ungenteel. Let them produce one Inſtance to 
prove it. 1 was always wiſe enough to know, that all 
Officers were warranted from the Admiralty Board, but ne- 
ver ſo great a Knave as to arrogate a Function that did 
not belong to me. See my Remonſtrance to the Admiralty, 
Page 25. | 


L. 19. An Ojice entirely new, 


Newer 
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Newer indeed, than that notable Invention of pulling up. 
the Free-Stone Bottom of an eleven-foot Oven, and laying 
down an Iron Bottom in the lieu of it, to burn Bread on, 
at ſome Hundreds of Pounds Expence to the Government, for 


Maggot Baking, and at a Time too, when Bread was greatly 
wanted for the King's Service, which was greatly impeded 
by this Piece of ſtudied Dullneſs, or Love of encouraging the 
once enchanting Muſick of Anvil and Hammer. 


P. 30. L. 20, Service flands in no need of 
Much more than expending ſo many Thouſand Pounds in 


Building a dew Victualling- Office and Wharf at Deptford, ta 
be burnt down by . another notable Iron Invention, called a 


Flew, running through the Warehouſes, fed with conſtant 


Fires to keep their dry Stores from being moulds, and periſh- _ 
ing in a Place more fit for a Wet- Dock than Storehouſes for 
dry Stores. | | | 


P. 30. L. 21, He would not be a fit Perſm for it. 


Agreed. If Induſtry and an honeſt Heart were Diſqualifica- 
tions for their Honours Service, which it is preſumed they have 
now guarded againſt, by procuring a new Officer by the Name 
of Storekeeper of Deptford, with a Salary of 150 /. per Ann. 
four or five Clerks, Coals, Candles, and a fine Garden and 
Orchard, to tyrannize over poor Men in the Day, and hug 
himſelf comfortably at Night in his own Houſe with his Bottle, 


XZ toaſting his Maſters good Health, or on ſoſt Down repoſing 


his wearied Limbs ; whilſt two Watchmen of equal Probity, 
would patrole the whole Night the Stotehouſes through, with- 
out Coals, or ha'f the Candles that are burnt in an Evening in 


2 Houle, for 40 J. per Ann. | 


Another Piece of Frugality is now to be ſeen, in expend- 
ing 1000 l. or thereabout, in fitting up a C r's Houſe 
about three Years ago, my L—dy having a choice Noſe, {as 
I have been informed) thought it not fit for one of that 
Rank to live in, by which means it hath been untenanted 
ever ſince. : | | 

I hope it will not be thought prodigal, or unbecoming a 
Man of Spirit and Prudence, when his Character is grotsly 
inſulted, to defend it; on which Principle 1 challerge their 
whole B d to produce any one Cooper ia the three Nee 

| tions, 


( 34) 
tions, who, comparatively, has been of equal Utility to the 
Crown and Kingdoms with me. | £ 


P. 30. L. 2 3 Did not think proper to continue the ſaid Thomp- 


ſon, and the other three Coopers. 


It is not becoming me as unlicenſed to ſay any thing for 
others; but thus far J hope I ſhall give no Offence by ſaying, 
that they were diſcharged for a Thing they had no more Con- 


cern in, than one who never was in the Office. As to my 


ſelf, ] have already deſired them ta ſhew the Juſtification of 
ſuch Conduct, in ever diſcharging me. 


| | | 
P. 30. L. 26. Yet we did not deny them from Working. 


The only one that did work, was ill uſed and inſulted by 


many, tho” a Favourite, which his good Behavour merited, as 
well as more than common Labour ; but that was a Courteſy 
thoſe Gentlemen might have ſpared offering me, - as having 
more conſequential Buſineſs on my Hands, quite neceſſary for 
them now to know, 8 | 

This ſhews the friendly Coalition and Correſpondence be- 
tween the then two B ds, and haw cooly and undiſturb- 
ed they converſed with one another, it little mattered whether 
either was right, or either wrong. But I preſume to think, 
they would not have let their Ears appear quite ſo long, had 


they ſuſpected I ſhould eyer come to the Knowledge of the 


true length of them, Sd 

To be ludicrous on ſerious Concerns, ſhews a want of Gra- 
vity, but who can help laughing at a Sight ſo odd, as appears 
riſing to my View, beholding near, and not afar off, Tin- 
kers, and Taylors, Coachmen, Footmen, Cinder- Whenches 
and Coblers, all ſeated on a Board together, brooding won- 
drous addled Things; and whilſt hatching, lo] the vaſt Change 
of Time, aſſiſted by Magick Art of Tranſmutation, theſe 
brightly illuminated, irradiated, ſagacious, and once wonder- 
ful and much honoured terrible "Things, after being well 
ground, brewed, baked, bled, pickled, falted, fifted, forg- 
ed, mended &c. were work'd up into Animals, not much 
unlike the Academical Apes in the Print Shops. 


As an Advocate and Admirer of Merit wherever I find 


I will not let it paſs without Reſpe*t ; yet I pray what I fay 
may not offend a modeſt Ear, and be thought ſulſome. It 
proceeds from an entire Diſintereſtedneſs; tor I neither have, 


of 
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nor ever expect to receive any Favour from Mr. Henry Hel- 
ham, Secretary to the Victualling Board. I do believe him to 
be the honeſt righteous Gentleman there, and therefore in 
Juſtice to be ſhielded from being reputed a Sharer in any Ca- 
taſtrophe. To prevent any Suſpicion of his being thought an 
Aſſiſtant in procuring me Copies of the two B — d's Cor- 
reſpondence, I declare before God he was not. 


Nov. 19, 1746. 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Commijſimers for executing 
the Office of Lord High Admiral of Great-Britain. 


The MEMokiat of William Thompſon. 


Humbly ſheweth, Ro FER - 
HAT he, the ſaid William Thompſon, had lately the 
| Honour of preſenting his humble Remonſtrance and 
Petition to your Lordſhips, concerning his being (as he ap- 
p_ unjuſtly diſcharged from his Employment in his 
ajeſty's Victualling- Office London, after his having moſt aſſi- 
duouſly uſed his utmoſt Endeavours, to rectify, and prevent, 
the many notorious Errors, that had been committed in 
the Curing Branch, which occaſioned loud, and juſt Com- 
plaints, in his Majeſty's Navy : And even after your Memo- 
rialiſt's Practice, and Endeavours, were apparently effectual, 
in remedying in many Reſpects, thoſe Grievances, that had 
been long ſubſiſting. But as he, the ſaid William Thompſon, 
humbly conceives the general mention of his Services, as re- 
preſented in his Remonſtrance, not to be ſufficiently ſatisfac- 
tory to your Lordſhips, he humbly begs leave to offer the 
particular Heads thereof, in this Memorial, hoping it will af- 
ford your Lordſhips a true Explanation of his Remonſtrance, 
and ſet the Cauſe of his petitioning your Lordſhips, in a juſt 
Light; as he is with the greateſt Pleaſure, ready toatteſt, 
each of the Articles, upon Oath, if required ; which are as 
follows, viz. | 


Your MEMORIAL Is 1, 


Informed the Maſter Cooper of the ſaid Office, of his 
Majeſty's Victualling, bow to prepare Caſks for the Fleſb 
Branch. | 

Surveyed all the Caſks for the ſaid Branch, before uſed, 

Teturning the unſerviceable, when got ready in Time. 
5 F 318 


(30) 
| Signified to the Honourable Commiſſioners of his Maje” 
ſty's Victualling, the Uſefulneſs of larger Packing Cloths, 
and the want of Sailcloths. 

Sent the Caſks out of the Cutting House, in better Or- 
der than before. | | IT 

Prevented many hundred of Caſks freſh packed, from 
being many Weeks uncoopered, expoſed to all Weathers. 

Procured a quicker Diſpatch of Buſineſs in the faid 
Branch, than before, and leſs expenſive. 

Procured an additional Store Houſe, for the Stowage of 
Cafks when coopered, to prevent their being expoſed to 
the Weather, 

Propoſed, when Store Houſes were full, to have Tar- 
pawlings to cover Caſks, otherwiſe expoſed to the Weather. 

Coopers, and Labourers, in the ſaid Branch, better ſatis- 
fied under his Direction, than that of any other before. 

Shew'd the Neceflity for Carts working properly to clear 
the Store Houſes, reporting the Inconveniencies for want of 
them. | . | 

Obſerved to the Honourable Commiſſioners aforeſaid, the 
Foulneſs of the Brine Drains, and Wells, and the Prejudice 
that Pickle receives from being made of Brine out of thoſe 
ſtinking Receptacles, informing them, of the Stinking of 
new Pickle, before it was ufed, and means to prevent it. 

Preſerved Fleſh in its Caſks better than before; and pre- 
vented the Waſte of great Quantities of Pickle, © 

Signified the ill Effects of Fermentation, and a Remedy 
to prevent it. 

Stowed all the Fleſh in that Form and regular Order, ſo 
as to have the oldeſt as intire by itſelf as the neweſt, and as 
ready to iſſue as directed, according to the Voyage they 
were deſigned for. N 

Signified his humble Opinion of the ill Effects of laſt 
Year's Method of Pickling, which now prove true. 

Recommended to the ſaid Honourable Victualling Board, 
by the Advice and Order, of the late Hon. Fames 


Brudenell, Eſq; a ſafer Method of curing Fleſh more 
effectually, than any yet practiſed in the ſaid Office, offer- 
ing any Security the ſaid Honourable Commiſſioners ſhould 
hleaſe to direct, to make good Damages, if they conceived 

any might be : For the Performance of which Method of 
Cure, the deceaſed Hon. Mr. Brudenell's Letter to the 
Hon. Mr, Revell teſtifies; and the frequent Interviews of 


the 


(37) 
the ſaid deceaſed Gentleman, with the other Honourable 
Commiſſioners of the ſaid Board. 
In laſt Year's unnatural Rebellion, your Memorialiſt did 
animate, and encourage all the Men of the faid Branch, 
being one hundred and thirty, to fight as well upon Occaſion, 


as to work, for the Support of his ſaid Majeſty King George, 
and his Government, in Defence of his ſaid Majeſty's undoubt- 
ed Rights, and our happy Conſtitution. And for the better 


capacitating us to act in theſe our firm Reſolutions, your 
Memorialiſt deſired Mr. James Mood, his late Officer, to 


h recommend our Loyalty and Zeal to the ſaid Honourable 
Commiſſioners, and in order to obtain their Concurrence, 

4 and alſo to provide them with Arms proper for ſuch Oc- 

„ caꝛſion, and a Military Officer to diſcipline us. 

5 How far theſe Services (being the Produce of my own 
Studies, and never before practiſed by any one) may ap- 

p ear recommendatory to your Lordſhip's Favour, your 

f emorialiſt humbly ſubmits, with an intire Reſignation, 
to your great Wiſdom and Goodneſs. 

4 | 

e | | 21 Novemeber, 1746. 

e 


f Willlaam Thompſon, 70 Thomas Corbett, Eg; 


Honourable Sir, 


T HE encloſed Memorial, Thumbly pray for the favour of 
your reading to their Lordſhips, and recommending my 
earneſt Deſires of anſwering its Contents before their Right 
Hon. Board at their Appointment. 
have nothing to induce me to entreat this Favour from you, 
but the Merits of a publick Cauſe, and the Character and 
Recommendation you had of me from the late Hon. Fames 
Brudenell, Eſq; which being tavourably conſider'd as, an In- 
ducement to preſent my Delires to their Lordſhips, will be an 
additional Honour gratefully received, by | 


1 ; Your ever Oll ged humble Servant, 

d | | W. T, 

f DT : 3 | 

e | On the 224 of November 1746, Latten led the A—m—y 
f Board, in ExpeQation of being called upon to anſwer to my 
E Memorial, but to no Effect. 
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I addreſſed my L - d B=——2 at his leaving the B—d, 


who told me he had ſeen the Victuallers, and did believe them 


very much in the right, and that he had nothing more to ſay 
to me. 

L——d4/. 
the B -d alſo, turn'd ſhort on his Heel, telling me he 
knew nothing of the Matter. 


I muſt not omit ſhewing how well Lord Duncannon 


approved himſelf the Nobleman, by kindly calling for me, and 
giving me his Advice of the Uſeleſſneſs of my Writing any 
more to the B d, for that I d B u, had 


enquired into the Matter, and could not recommend it; on 
which I return'd him Thanks, and ſignified my Hopes of his 


Lordſhip's not being diſpleaſed if I went any where elſe with 
my Caſe ; his Lordſhip ſaid with a Smile, No; and I wiſh 
you Succeſs. SOD 

I ſhould think myſelf greatly wanting to my Duty if I 


paſs'd over in Silence the frequent Courteſies of my Lord 
Duncanon, ſhewn me in the ſeveral Interviews he conde- i 


ſcended to honour me with at his own Houſe, for which [ 
hope his Lordſhip will pleaſe to accept this my publick Tribute 
of my Thanks, verily believing there was nothing wanting 
on his part to facilitate my Buſineſs at his Lordſhip's Bd. 
After this Defeat, I waited on ſeveral Honourable Members 
of Parliament, to obtain an Enquiry into the State of the 
Victualling the Royal Navy, before the Bar of the Honour- 
able Houſe of Commons, but could not procure it, to the 
great Prejudice of the Crown, in the no leſs barbarous than 


prodigally laviſhing away the Lives of the poor Navy Men, | 
as well as the Government's Money, as may appear by what 


has been already ſet forth and what follows, excluſive of many 


e, on my applying to him at his leaving 


ic 


conſequential Concerns more likely to die with me than to be | ; | 


made known, being fo indifferently treated for the Good I 
had already done my King and Country, which will be ever 
dear to me. I hope none will think me imprudent in this, 
asthere is ſome little Charity due for the Care and Support of 
a Man's own private Family, as well as the great Family of 
the Nation. With this view it is rational to think that the 
Labourer ſhould exempt himſelf from any farther Care, his 
Reward being witheld for his paſt Services. | | 
The following was vouched to me at Portſmouth to be true 
as practiſcd by the Victualling Office there, and made Oath 
of before Mr. Alderman Chandler, at Pori/mouth, by the 
| following 
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ollowing Men employed in the Fleſh Branch of the aid 
WOffice, OF 


) ſay Robert Heller, 
ee Lipheok, 
ving liam Grigg, 
e he John Collins. 
nn That they frequently were obliged to kill and ſalt meaſly 
and Hogs and Bull Stags, for Sea Stores, 
any . That the late Mr. Lee a Contracter, frequently obliged the 
had Men to weigh the Scull Pieces of Oxen and Hogs, to make 


eficiency of Weight, alſo Kidney Fat for the above 


ON 

his Reaſons. 

vith That the late Mr. Lee was often ſeen (when Oxen did not 
viſh weigh according to Contract) to put his Foot into the Scale 


to weigh it down, to make the Draft good. 


if TY That they have frequently ſalted Hogs that died in the 
ord |MÞtyes ; that once on a certain time Jeremiah Liphook was 
de- {obliged to cut a Hog that died in the Styes, which proved ſo 
-h [ bad and ſtinking, that they were obliged afterwards to throw 
ute Nit into the Neceſſary-Houſe, but did not tell me whoſe Loſs 


it was. 
That Hogs have frequently been weighed with the Feet 
Fonly cut off, to make up Weight. And the ſaid Liphook 
the W obſerved ſeventeen meaſly Hogs in one Day killed and ſalted. 
ur. Mr. Lip hoo further obſerved, that when Mr. Brownfworth had 
the the Contract for Oxen at Poriſmouth, he had many return'd 
nan to him, out of Pique by the Clerks, as was ſuppoſed. 
en, Töbe Remarks made of the Practice of Victualling at Ply- 
hat month I have by accident loft, therefore cannot ſay any thing 
ny more authentic of that Victualling Port, than what I tender'd 
be to Mr. Alderman Janſſen, then one of the Members of Par- 
4 1 lament for the City ot London, who was ſtruck with amaze- 
Jer ment, and gave himſelf the Trouble of Writing to one of 
is, bis Correſpondents at Plymouth for better Information ; and to 
of his greater Surpriſe was anſwered by a Detail of Circumſtances 
of ſeemingly much more incredible. But one Inſtance of the 
he corrupt Victualling of the Royal Navy, occur'd whilſt I was 
his there, and this too extraordinary to be forgot, was the late 
Admiral Martin's bringing into Plymouth Hoſpital and fick 
us It Quarters, ſuch an incredible Number of ſick Men, as can 
ith If Þeſt be verified by the Books of the ſick and dead Lift, if 
he not falſified, at his return from a ſix Weeks Cruize, to in- 
ng betcept Monſ. D' Anville, who then commanded the Bre/t 
| Squadron 
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Sqaudron. The Sickneſs by the Report of the Admiral, and 
unanimous Opinion of all, both Officers and common Men, 
was Owing to the badneſs of their Proviſions ; if fo, it wil 
be eaſy for a common Capacity to determine what muſt have 
become of Admiral Martin's whole Squadron, if Monſ. De 
Anville had given him Battle. | 

In Reochefler Court may be found recorded a Trial between 
Mr. George C 5 
ſaid City, in 1745, concerning the killing of a diſtempered 


Ox, deſigned as petty Warrant for Ships at the Nore, before 


Lord Chief Juſtice Lee. The Council for the Plaintiff Mr, 


Mr. Knowler, Recorder of Canterbury, and Mr. Brooks, Re- 
corder of Rocheſter, which was determined in favour of the 
Defendant; notwithſtanding which, many Oxen were ſome 
Time after killed out of a ſick Stock, many of which I ſaw 
after Shot in 1747, in the Month of November. 

Having thus far conſidered the Out- Ports Victualling- Offices, 
J ſhall proceed to ſnew ſome TranſaQions that have been, if 
not ſtill are practiſed at the London Victualling Office. 


Firft as to the Oxen. 


They are in general Lincolnſbire Steers, which after they 
have been drawn by Work to a proper Time and Size, are 
afterwards paſtured to graze, (not ſtall'd as Sea Service re- 
quires) during the Time the Owners think convenient. 
Being drove up to Town for ſlaughter, many of them might 
put ſome Judges in Horſe-Fleſh at a Stand to diſtinguiſh them 
from caſt-off Hunters, turn'd upon the Road for Poſt Chaiſe 
Service, were they docked and pruned before and behind. 
But aſking Pardon for this Burleſque, I will ſhow they are not 
fit for Sea Stores; which is proved by their Weight at the 
Scale, when weighing in for the King. They do not always 
Weigh fix Hundred Weight, the Standard of Contract, tho 
large ſhewy Oxen, The Ribs of ſome of them by being 
Worked into a Round, and a Candle put therein, a glim- 
mering Light has been ſeen thorough, as through a Dark Lan- 
thorn ; which J humbly conceive will not be diſputed, when 
150 kill'd in one Day in the Year 1744, out of Mr. $-—p's 
Contract, did not produce many more Pieces than 80 kill'd 
in one Day in Queen Anne's War, as may be ſeen by the 
Cutting Houſe Books if not cancell'd. But further it is to be 
obferved, if theſe Oxen do not weigh this weight, . the prac+ 

=. „ tice 


r, Contractor, and the Mayor of the 


, were Meſirs. Gwyn and Rebinſon ; for the Defendant, Þ 


+ 
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tice of Matrimony is then introduced, which being a Cant- 
Ferm uſed as Occafion requires in the King's Service, and 
therefore not by every one underſtood, I ſhall endeavour to 


explain. It is Weighing the Fore Quarter of a heavy Ox 
with the Hind Quarter of a light Ox, by which conjugated 
State they ſometimes produce the Standard Weight without 
Footing or Handing the Scale. In proceeding to the Slaughter it 
will be found they are neither ſufficiently blooded, nor dreſſed 
in any tolerable manner more than hiding, and draging them 
afterwards through their own Filth, and ſo hanging them up 
to be ready for ſalting, with the ſtagnated and too often 
bruiſed Blood for the Salt to purge out; but no more of that, 
nor of ſalting Oxen that they have kilPd after they have died 
of themſelves as they call it. At the Time of the late Mr. 
Guy's making his Experiment in 1745. he brought ſeveral. 
eminent Maſter Butchers to ſurvey Oxen that he refuſed falt- 
ing, which on the Survey they all agreed not to be fit for Sea- 
Stores. Notwithſtanding they were ſalted by the Bunge Sal- 


ters. Thoſe who are uſed to ſalting Meat, I believe will allow 


that the Juices of lean Meat will be ſooner extracted by the 
prevailing Force of ſtrong ſalting and pickling, than the * 
of ſat Meat, which Fat nouriſhes the Lean and reſiſts the 
power of the Salt, keeping it from too rigidly prey ing thereon, 
From theſe Occurrences, the different Practice compared of 
buying Oxen, with regard to the King's and the EAIH- 
India Company's Service, will be found very great. I pre- 
ſume it will not be an immodeſt Queſtion to aſk of any that can 
tell, why our Sons of War are to be ſerved after our Sons of 
Toy-T rade, it being well known, that after the India Com- 
pany have pick'd the Flower of the Market, the King is then 
permitted to come in to glean up the Stubble. 


Conditions of the Hog Contract. 


HAT they ſhall not be fed with Graves, Oil, Cakes, 
1 Horſe-Fleſh, or any other diſtempered Fleſh, under 
Pain of Forfeiture of Contract, Cc. 

How the above is complied with, may be found by En- 


quiry. 


Diſtillers fed-Hogs, every one knows the King is ſupplied 
with. But as to their Fitneſs, all may judge that looſe Feed- 
ing will produce looſe Fleſh, as firm Feeding will firm Fleſh, 
which granted, it will not be a difficult Solution to know 


which will keep longeſt and nouriſh moſt, Fleſh fled with 
* G 5 Waſh 
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Waſh or hot Wort, or Fleſh fed with good Peaſe, Beans, 
Acorns, &c. and in the end, which will be cheapeſt, the 
Country or 'Town Hog? Therefore, ſuppoſing the Country 
Hog coſts twice as much as the Town Hog, what will it 
ſignify, if his Fleſh endures twice as long, and anſwers the 
end of Food in well nouriſhing the Conſumer. This the 
Town Hog cannot be expected to do, his Fleſh being ſo 
looſe and ſpungy, that whilſt under the Randers and Meſ- 
ſers Coarſes in cutting vp, I have often ſeen the ſtinking 
oily Subſtance of the Fleſh, fly up to the Beams of the Cut- 
ting Houſe. However, theſe Hogs, though ſtinking, were 
falted, and the Salters were puniſhed for not making them 
ſweet, as before ſet forth, a thing impracticable. Often they 
ſtink whilſt killing, another Inſtance of which appeared the 
laſt Year, when eight hundred were na fooner killed than 
found ftinking. What is more vile, Sows are killed, which 
when ripped up, their Pigs full grown, and by Nature's Laws 
knocking at their Priſon Door for an Enlargement, have 
been frequently ſeen tumbling out of the Bellies of their Dams 
crauling with Life, and rather ſeeming to expect the Brute's 
natural Succour, than a Dunghil}, ſome of which Pigs, I 
zm informed, have heen actually rear'd up by Hand to a 
full grown State. That the Fleſh of ſuch wafhy fed Sows 
is loofe and flabby, and unfit for taking Salt needs no great 
Study to know. | | EL 
Another Circumſtance of the abominable Practice of kit: 
ling Diſtillers fed Hogs (and fome others I have been told 
worfe fed, that is, on Whales Fleſh and killed for the King's 
Service) I cannot omit mentioning. This is he Annoyance 
theſe ſtinking Animals are of to the Inhabitants and Paſſen- 
= that paſs by in their driving for Slaughter. They are 
requently ſeen almoſt choaked with the Murrain, Cough, 
and ſome fo greatly infected therewith, as not to be able 
to ſtand to feed. From this it will not be thought incre- 
dible, that the Owners of fuch Hogs are often under 
a Neceflity of ſending them by Carriages, which I have ſeen 
many and many a Cart and Waggon Load of brought into the 
King's London Victualling Office, and Slaughtered, Salted, Pack'd, 
oper'd, Pickled, Ec. at the Nation's great Expence. The 
Skins of fome of thoſe Hogs, I have feen as full of Scabs 
and Blotches, as a Horſe or Dog infected in the fouleſt De- 
gree with the Mange; and I muſt fuppoſe, to prevent offend- 
ing the Eyes of the Conſumer, the Skins of thoſe Hogs were 
ficad off, equally as the Hidd of an Ox. To which may — 
. Ae 
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added, the frequent cutting of the large and lank Uddets 
of old Breeding Sows, and throwing them alſo afide for the 
above Reaſon of fleaing them. This too I have remarked j 
beſides which, I cannot omit ſetting forth a very ſtriking an 

cruel Circumſtance, in the Proceſs of barbafoully murder- 
ing theſe Animals ; being firſt knocked down with a Blud- 
geon, like the Hercalean Club, by a Mati-Monſter appointed 
for that Purpoſe. on which he is immediately ſucceeded by 
another Savage Tormenter in human Form, who makes an 
Inciſion in the tortured Animal, to produce the Appearance 
of ſome Blood. The Executioner ſatisfied with the Per- 
formance of his Duty, the Swine is then inſtantly deliver- 
ed up in Charge to other wanton unmetciful Barbarians, 
who drag them to a large Copper of Scalding Water; not 


much unlike the Stygean Lake; into this they are thrown, 


not only to looſen their Hair, but for the Entertainment and 
Diverſion of theſe Fiends of Horror, in delighting themſelves 


with the Screams and Struggles theſe miſerable Creatures 


exhibit in this their then half murdered Execution. From 


which manner of Proceeding, the Validity of what I have 


before ſhewn of the Pigs torn from the Dams, and ſeen in 
Motion and crawling alive, will not now be diſputed, _ 

I beg leave to aſk one Queſtion ; who among all the Diſ- 
tillers Servants chooſe to eat the Fleſh of thoſt Hogs their 
Maſters feed? If then Servants, have an Averhon to 
ſuch Food, muſt it not be wondered at, that the Children 


of England, knowing alſo the manner of Slaughtering them, 


ſhould be like the Children of J/razl, whom the Prophet Eli- 


ha deſcribes crying out, there is Poiſon in the Pot, and we 


will not eat thereof. 

And further according to Mr. 2 Llyd's late accout to 
me, the Fleſh ſo called of Town Hogs is not properly Fleſh, 
but Sluſh, or Blubber, like Whales Blubber. Such Fleſh is 
eaſily perceived not to be fit for Sea Stores by its Colour when 
compared with the real Fleſh, that of Country Hogs ; the 
Blubber of the Town Hog being of a dead, pale, and whey 
and, wholeſome Juices of the Coun» + 
try Hog will ſhew themſelves in a fine clear, blooming, and 
enlivening Red. As to their difference in Duration, it may 
be tried by any that will make the Experiment; which is by 
turning one of each into Bacon, In this practice the Town- 


Fog will periſh in one Year, but the Country Hog will 
. -endure two, three, or more Years, and ſtill be very good and 


wholeſome. 


© 2 Tg Being 


/ 


Thanks are greatly the 
this publick Occaſion to paſs them over unnoticed. Their 
' Ingenuity and Charity to theſe poor diſt;eſſed Navy-Men, 
"whoſe Cauſe they have ſo wiſely undertaken in eradicating out 


Being thus bountifully ſupplyed with theſe Swarms of he 
terogeneous Beings for our brave Tars, (and Tartars too i 
they were better fed) by the ſeveral and truly worthy Wor- 
{hipful Members of the Company of 5s, our Warm- 
hearted and made Friends; I think as the Nation's 


ir due, it would be a Neglect in me on 


of them the Seeds and Fruit of Scorbutick aud Leprous Ha- 


bits of Body, their original Friends have introduced by an 
in ward application of Cauſticks, to burn them all up Root and 


Branch, the moſt effectual manner of deſtroying all future 


Grumblings.— Every Labourer being worthy of his Hire, I 
make no doubt but every one will readily concur in believing, 
that theſe very uſeful Gentlemen ſhould be well paid, and alſo 
_ encouraged for having ſtudied that beneficial Science of Diſtil- 


lery to ſuch Perfection as by a Chymical ſublimation to inflate 


into ſubſtantial Forms, ſo many invaluable Jewels, for a ſource 


of National Wealth, for the Improvement of Money and Stock, 


and for deſtroying raging Diſtempers in the Human Species. 


T hoſe that are well fkill'd in that noble Science of Diſtillery, 
can better tell than J can be informed, how they can afford te 
ſell Spirits after they have worked them twice over much 
cheaper than they can afford to ſell them when they have work'd 


them through their Stills but once. No doubt thay can alſo 


tell what uſe thoſe inflammatory Combuſtibles, Aqua-For- 


tie, Alum, and Spirits of various Salts, and the hotteſt, 


burning, ſcorching, Drugs that can be procured are of, if any 


fuch are uſed in Spirits wrought up a ſecond time. Tis true 


as the firſt Purchaſe of Aqua Fortis, &c. is but ſmall, and 
the Liquor or Water coſts but little wrought up therewith, the 


Purſe benefit ariſing from them may be ſuppoſed moderately 


{ufficient to defray the ſecond Expence of working the Lungs 
of theſe poor deluded Navy Mena their Stills purifying them 
from all the Droſs corrupt Food has introduced, Hence it is 


that they content themſelves with the comfortable SatisfaQtion 


of knowing how uſeful they have been to the Publick in burn- 
ing under their Stills, what ſome Men call all the Rubbiſh in 
the Nation, which their yery good Friends, the top of the 
Phyſical Faculty can verify; and at a time when if Tam rightly 
inſormed their Opinion was called for at the firſt introducing 


the uſe of Engliſi Brandy, as an Antiſcorbutick in the Royal 


Navy, to which they acquieſced as very proper and expedient. 
| As 
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As the Royal Navy Men's Advocate in boldly pleading their 
Cauſe, and as their Friend, it would ill ſuit my Deſign and 
the Good-will I bear them, to be a means of raiſing Enemies 
againſt them, who might formerly be ſo by inadvertance, and 
through the D —— s giving in to the Phyſicians a falſe Account 
of their Compoſition in the practice of making Engliſ Brandy, 
inſtead of the genuine: On this ſuppoſition I beg to be allowed 
to recover myſelf, and to be admitted into favour again, for 
the ſake of. my Clients, and to lay before the judicious Gen- 
tlemen that are well ſkill'd in Nature, and Remedies to aſſiſt 
in times of Need. I mean the learned and honeſt Phyſicians, 
chat they will pleaſe to conſider on, and give their Opinions. 

For a further Benefit for theſe good Fellows the Royal Sea- 
Men, theſe Gentlemen will alſo conſider, that a ſufficient 


Quantity of Cooling and Antiſcorbutick Herbs, ſuch as Mint; 


Balm, . Rue, Ground- Ivy, c. will not be unneceſſary, 
and alſo Greens and Roots of different ſorts, to eat with their 
25 Proviſions on ſhort Cruizes, and when ſtationed near any 
Ort. 1 
It would be a Pity to keep Secret a late Inſtance of their 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, which is their newly invented Art 
of Jelly making, with a handſome Salary ſor Mr. Operator. 
This was brought about to deprive poor labouring Men of a 
little Privilege, not exceeding two or four Pence in Value, 
which if I am rightly informed, was granted to the Work- 
men of the Victualling, by good Queen Elzabeth, agtee= 
ably to the Scripture Phraſe, that ſays, Thou ſhalt not muzzle 
the Ox that treads out the Corn. By this Donation I mean, 
the Legs, Shins, and Marrow-Bones of Oxen, which are 
not fit for Sea Service, This ſuperlative Goodneſs is an 
Alteration great indeed, and greater yet, when rather than 
the Labourer, and. the Poor ſhould have them, they are 
deſtined as Proviſion for their Kennels of Hounds. With 
Submiſſion, if Jellies can be conſidered as uſeful Sea Stores, 
would it not be more to the Bir of their Griping H 
to ſpare ſome of their own Perquiſites for ſo laudable an 
Undertaking, than to rob their Dogs and poor Men of their 
ExpeRations.. | 
Being by Profeſſion a Cooper, it may be expected I ſhould 
ſet forth ſomething relating to another material Part of the 
Viualling, in that of Coopering. That the Reader there- 
fore, may not be altogether Diſappointed, I take upon me 
to conduct him to Jreiand, where he will find the 8 
Dis, 
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Shins, Marrow- Bones, and Horn Pieces of Oxen, the Heads, 
Feet, and Tails of Hogs, pack'd into flight Cafks that ſel- 
dom are found with any Pickle in them after their being 
a ſhort time filled. I leave to be determined by the ſuperior 
Wiſdom of the Contracting Coopers that undermine one ano- 
ther unfriendly, how I muſt ſuppoſe, rather to acquire a great 
Name than a moderate Livelihood, they can better afford to 
ſell to the King for leſs Money, than they (ell to the Mer- 
chants and Town Traders, and let them alſo ſhew ther 
Prudence in fo doing, being often found to contract for les 

Money than the Timber and Workmanſhip ſtand them in. 

The next Article in Coopering, may be conſidered of the 
Journeymen Coopers employed under the Direction of the 
Victuallers, in reſpect to their Pay and Uſage. They work 
in the King's Service for much lower Prices than in that of 
Merchants ; and have been often known to pay One, Two, 
and Three Shillings in the Pound Diſcount for their Money, 
excluſive of the de of Clerks Fees to obtain theit 
Notes, &c. and without the Privilege of Chips and Smal 
Beer, as in Town-Trade allowed, with their Wages paid 
every Saturday Night. To prevent the Coopers making 
Chips, a Handle to carry Stores out of the Office, it has been 
thought proper to deprive them all indiſcriminately of the 
Privilege, rather than puniſh a fingle Offender. How far 
this is equitable may be eaſily judged ; as alſo, that it ſhould 
not revert, às a Perquiſite to their H rs, when the Uſe- 
fulneſs of allowing the Return of theſe ancient Privileges to 
the Men, and continuing them well paid, is conſidered with the 
Advantage that may accrue to them, and their O, in 
having in their ſeveral Hands the Money ariſing from ſuch things 
2s thele, and condemned Stores to qualify them for Ufure 
Stock-Brokers, and Merchants in ſundry Sorts of Trafick 
and the better to enable them to extend their Trade. On 
this Principle alſo, it may be admitted, that the more Store 
there are condemned, tha, more Money they conſequent! 
may have to extend their different Parts of Trade, Fro 
' which Advantage it is no longer a Wonder, ſuch periſhec 
Stores ſhould be bought up, as are herein fet forth. Ti 
prevent theſe evil Practices for the future, I do humbly pro 
poſe, that the Money arifing from the Produce of the above 
be henceforward rather made Uſe of in paying poor Me 
their Wages, who can lets afford to wait for their ſmall anc 
hard Earnings, than thoſe great Men, for their large an 
eaſy-got Salaries paid them Quarterly. If this was obſerved 
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deine t would naturally follow, theſe warranted Gentlemen in Of- 


perior 


ano: conſtant alſo to prevent the Government's being impoſed on 
2 by parſimonious Contractors. | 


M What I mean by the Journeymen being well paid, as before 
© I hinted, is to he underſtood paying them Merchants Prices, 


ther W and in a regular Time, together with the Privilege of their 
or lels Þ . 

2 Chips of a Penny per Diem at moſt, and Allowance of ſmall 
f the Beer. Such a Regulation would be productive thus far of a 


f the King's Service the beſt and moſt reputable Journeymen of 
work the Trade, many of whom are Gentlemens Sons, and well 
hat of educated, above the Reach of Scandal, and whoſe Notions of 
Two, Honour would direct them, as being well ſatisfied for their 
oo Labour, with Gratitude to perform it well. Caſks would 


Small then be turn'd out of their Hands, fit for the ſeveral Pur- 
ray poſes they are deſigned for, and much more to the Govern- 

ö Pau ment's Account, than by having them half made, and with 
akin Jcfective Timber, on the Terms they now are; and often to 
| _ the Prejudice of the ſeveral Sorts of Species contained therein, 
f 1 Every one will own, that it cannot be expected a Man 
pf er ſhould perform good Work on the ſame Terms he is paid for 
* bad: Such Cuſtom would be the moſt effectual way for de- 
ſtroying the Spirit of Emulation in excelling one another; for 
6s it is of no Significancy to effect Matters in Haſte, and with 
th they bad Materials, without Regard to the Truths of Workman- 
u ſhip. However inconſiderable this may appear to ordinary 
thing Judges, yet to Men of Underſtanding, good Cooperage will 
be found productive of good Package, the Fundamental 
Pillar in Trade and Domeſtick Service, as on it greatly de- 
pends the good or il] preſerving of the Commodity therein con- 
tained, I will not take upon me to ſay, that the 500 Tons 
of Beer, or thereabouts, out of 800 Tons, or thereabouts, 
near four Months ago ſent, from the London to Portſmouth 
Victualling Office, and ſtarted into the Sea, (to be proved 
per Iſſue Books of London Victualling Office) being condemned 
as unſerviceable, was owing te bad Caſks; not but that I 
could ſhew Cauſe why it might be fo, according to ſuch 
Practice, which is no Secret among themfelves. This Beer 
being deſigned for Ships at Spithead, I hope it will not be 
thougat impertinent to enquire whether this Difappointment 
did not retard the Sailing of thoſe Ships, if they had then 
failing Orders; or if the Fleet failed without Small Beer Al- 
lowance, whether it can be called ſerving it at all; and who 
receives 


fice, might be more ee in their Duty, and more 


National Intereſt, as it would be a means of drawing into the 
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receives the Benefit of Short Allowance-Money in thoſe De- 
ficiencies, if any is granted? e ee ro 

The following are certain Informations lately received, 
to be proved by Evidence when ever required. mn 
That about one Year and a half ago, Sir 7—— R——,, 
contracting Brewer at Port/mauth, brewed a Guile of Beer for 
the King, filled into ſixty. of the King's Butts, or there- 
abouts. It proved fo bad as. to occaſion a Survey thereon, 
Accordingly being by the Surveyors condemned as unſer- 
viceable, tho' but four Days old or thereabouts, the Bad- 
neſs was believed to be owing to the Fable of the Caſks 
the Beer was filled into. After the condemning of this whole 
Guile of Beer (which was on the public Keys) about ten 
Butts of the beſt of it, was bought by the poor Inhabitants 
of the Town, and all the reſt rejected. | OS 

That ſome little Time ago, near a Hoy Load of Rotten 
Flags was fent from. the Londen to the Pert/mouth Victual- 
ling Office, which could not be uſed. 

That the Labourers of Portſmouth Victualling Office are 
frequently employed in extra Hours, from four to eight 
o'Clock in the Morning, for want of neceſſary Buſineſs to 
work Miſchief in cutting up good and ſerviceable Iron Hoops, 
much like the former Practice at Tower-h1ll. 

That the Timber in general ſent into Port/mouth Vic- 
tualling-yard was much complained of by the Workmen, 
as not fit for making tight Caſks. | 
The large Quantity of rotten Hoops ſent into the London 
Victualling Office, is hardly worth Notice, when oppoſed 
to the more conſequential Parts of victualling the Royal 
Navy. 

— the well probing of an old Wound may be a great 
Means to facilitate a Cure; ſo to remedy theſe public inve- 
terate Vices, we ſhould carefully examine into their Sources, 
and ſee if the Contracts are not one of their principal Cauſes. 
It is to me a Solleciſm, that the Buyer ſhould expect the 
Seller could be at any Rate able fairly to covenant with 
him for the Quantity and Quality of any Thing to be de- 
livered at a fixed Time, for a Price not only much below 
the Market Price, but ſometimes little more than half the 
Market Price, and to give at the ſame Time very long 
Credit. 1 

If ſo, as certainly it is, can this Buyer reaſonably think 
that he ſhall not be impoſed on by the Artifice of the Sel- 
ler. If the Buyer is a good Judge of the Goods he buys, 
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and withal diligent and circumſpect in ſeeing himſelf his Bu- 
ſineſs executed, then what Hopes can a Seller have of foiſt- 
ing upon the Buyer a Commodity vaitly ſhort of the Con- 
ditions of the Bargain. Surely he muſt ſuſtain a conſi- 
derable Loſs by his Agreement. At beſt, both muſt act col- 
luſively, like two knaviſh Lawyers for a mutual Benefit. 
But be that as it will, I beg Leave to offer my Opinion of 
a Metbod, which would be much better in Practice. It is, 
that the King, for the future, may give as good a Market 
Price for what is hereafter bought for him, as the trading 
Subject does, and pay in Time as well. 


By PERMISSION. 


| The following is inſerted, being the Conduct of 


Mr. Joun LLOYD, late Inſpector of the 
Dry Stores of his Majeſty's Vitualling-Ofjice, 
London, as delivered to me in the laſt War, 
viz. 


1 
1 Returned for ſeveral Days three or four Load per Day of 


Meal, Sc. the Goods of Mr. Z Fever and Company, 
being very bad, and unfit for Uſe. 


2. 

Returned in one Day a Waggon, and three Cart Loads 

of Meal, the Goods of Mr. L'Fever, they being very foul 
and bad. | | 


3 
Returned thirty ſeven Sacks of Flour, the Goods of 
Mr. Smith, Mr. Blanchet oppoſed me at the Board, and 


ſhewed ſome good Flour that was put into the Mouth of 


one Sack, upon which I cut open the Bottom of the ſame 
dack, where the Flour was exceeding bad, and all the other 
thirty ſix Sacks were of the ſame bad Sort. Mr. Blanchet 
then pleaded with me not to inſiſt on returning the Goods, 
for it would be above one hundred Pounds out of the Con- 
tractor's Way if they were returned, but I was peremptory, 


and they were returned. | 
H | 4. Ob- 


: 
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7 4. 

Objected againſt about forty Quarters of Grotts ſent in 
by Mr. Slap. They were good Corn, but ſo very foul I 
could not paſs them. Meſirs. Marſton and Harper being 
preſent, agreed with me in Opinion, and Mr. Slap promiſed 
to change them if I would not acquaint the Board with it. 
But while I was at the King's Mills, theſe very Grotts were 
barrell'd off. 


Returned forty two Quarters of Grotts, the Goods of 


Mr. Pew, they being very foul, and unfit for Uſe. 


6 


By Mr. Marſton's Directions there was one hundred and 
fifty Quarters of Peas barrell'd up, and ſent on Board a 
Veſſel, which I got a Sample of, and objected againſt, they 
being very unfit for Uſe ; but by my Order being brought 
back, they were then properly Kill-dried, and barrell'd 


up again. | 


| 7. | 

Objected againſt thirty ſix Barrels of Rice which were full 
of Maggots, and were barrell'd off by Mr. Marſton's Di- 
rection for petty Warrant, but were ſtop'd on my Com- 


plaint. | | 

Note, The C— s diſputed Mr. Llæyd's Veracity, on 
his producing at their Board Samples of theſe corrupt Rice 
Stores, telling him that he muſt have collected them ſome 


where elſe. 


6 

Returned twelve Quarters of Grotts and Oat Meal, the 
Goods of Mr. Brand, being very foul, and not thoroughly 
Kill-dried. . Eh | 
wy 9. | 

Since the Death of Mr. Marſton, objected againſt about 
ſixteen Quarters of Grotts, the Goods of Mr. Pew, being 
very foul and bad, and having about the Quantity of a 
Buſhel of good Grotts, the Gogds of another Man put in 


- 


the Top of every Caſk. 


10. Upon 
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| | 10. 

Upon examining the Bread at the King's Mills, I daily 
found large Quantities of Duſt or Aſhes put in the Bags 
amongſt it, and upon my deſiring it to be cleaned, that it 
might be good and wholeſome, they always anſwered, that 

they were to mind their Maſter, Mr. Thorogood's Orders, 
and not mine, and ſo would not do it. 


IT. 


I have often deſired the Grinder not to pick his Mill fo 

often with the ſharp Pikes, or to keep it ſo rough ; for by 
25 rinding ſo coarſe, all the Profit of the Corn goes into the 

— which greatly leſſens the Goodneſs of the Bread. 


12. 


Whatever I ordered to be done by any under my Direc- 
tion, was daily made void, by the Store-keeper's forbidding 
the Men to mind any Thing I ſaid, which frequently occa- 
ſioned a Confuſion and Neglect of Buſineſs. | 


13. | 
There are ſeveral Minutes of theſe Diſputes and Tranſac- 
tions filed in the Victualling Office. 


OHN LLOYD of the Pariſh of St. Clement's Danes, 
London, Baker, makes Oath, that the thirteen Articles 
concerning dry Stores, formerly belonging to his Majeſty's 
Victualling Office, London, as ſet forth by Permiſſion, in 
William Thompſon's T reatiſe of the corrupt Practice of vic- 
tualling the Royal Navy, to be the whole Truth, and no- 
thing but the Truth, | 
[So help me God. 
JOHN LLOYD 


Sworn in Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, 31 Decemb. 1756, befere 


R. EDWARDS, 
2 Maſter in Chancery. 


With Submiſſion to Mr. Lloyd, I ſubjoin this Remark, to 
ſhew how uſefu! his Majeſty's Victualling Office is, and 
handy too, to the D——rs the chief Contractors in faid 

 Lhyd's Account of Dry Stores, and they to the Nation, in 
12 evary . 


— „ nr on or Ir 


wo COTA on nt 


„ 


every Way, not loſing, but turning a Penny, by ſupplying 
the King with Grain for his diſtreſſed Subjects on the Seas, 
that is not fit for their Stills, nor very much ſo for their 
Hogs. How far their Honours might be intereſted in theſe 
and other Contracts, I am not clear in, I ſay nothing of; 
nor of the Traffick in foreign Wines, Sc. that may be 


returned in Barter for Meſſieurs H—/ and 


Revell, by charging Lloyd to give Grains of Allowance to 
the Contractors, without he had a Mind to be diſcharged, 
the ſame might be a Foundation for a ſhrewd Suſpicion that 
they had a more than ordmary Intereſt in Contracts. 
If they had not, what could induce them to prefer gratifying 
private Friendſhip to their publick Duty? If they had an 
Intereſt in theſe Things, and what has been already ob- 
ſerved, it is no longer a Wonder that they could leap into 
their Coaches in two or three Years after their being in the 
C——n of V g, and in a few Years more leaving 
2 of 300000 J. behind, for portioning out one of the great- 
eſt Heireſſes in England. 

Having borrowed this Account of Dry Stores from Mr. 
Fohn Lloyd, in Juſtice to his Character, and profound Know- 
edge I do declare it. He was not admitted to his Inſpec- 
torſhip of Dry Stores, till he had paſſed his Examination 
before twelve eminent Corn-chandlers, Meal-men and Ba- 
kers, by the Victualling C—-——rs Appointment at the 
Dueen's- Head Tavern on Towers Hill, All of them ſubmit- 
ted to his ſuperior Skill, which - was reported to the Vic- 
tualling-Board, and thereupon he was immediately appoint- 
ed to inſpect all the King's Victualling Dry Stores at Lon- 
don. The Accidents concurring to Mr. Lloyd's being ap- 


pointed to the ſaid Inſpectorſhip, were as follows. He was 


bred a Baker, and being well-ſkilled in the Quality of all 
Sorts of Grain, practiſed the ſame for forty Years and up- 
wards as a Maſter in Weſtminſter, and had then the Ho- 
nour of ſerving the Families of moſt of the Nobility and 
Gentry there with Bread. By unavoidable Accidents he 
met with ſuch Misfoitunes, as put him under a Neceflity 
of accepting a little Employ in his Majeſty's Victualling- 
Office, London, to which he was ſtrongly recommended by 
a great many of his former Cultomers, ſome of whom were 
then fitting Members of the honourable Houſe of Commons. 
The found Judgment he ſhewed in proving the Quality 
of theſe Stores, ſoon cauſed him to be taken Notice of, and 
the Conſequence was his being appointed by the C—— ts, In- 
. f ſpector, 


0 
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ſpector, as before ſet forth; as if thereby a deep Deſign 
had been laid to remove the good Subject from the Service 
of the beſt of Kings, they raiſed him to an Exaltation of 
Favour for no other Purpoſe than, when he was debaſed 
from the Pinnacle he was placed on, to make his Diſgrace 
and Fall the greater: for while he was in his Inſpectorſhip, 
his Conduct thews how the Engines work'd to get him 
diſcharged, and well for him it was fo, being threatned to 
be murdered by one of his Superiors, for the Execution of 


what was only his Duty. He lately offered his Service 


again to be employed in the ſaid Office, but was told by 
one of the C——:s, they did not want any ſuch Perſon. 
The following is the ſaid Lloyd's Opinion of the Cauſes 
of the Damages ſuſtained by, and the Diſorders accruing 
to the Royal Navy-Men, by being fed with putrid Pulſe. 
The Subſtance of this Pulſe is devoured by the Weevils, 
which are ſmall Inſects ſcarcely viſible to the naked Eye, 
but ſo rapacious, that they eat up the Subſtance of all Sorts 
of Grain, By the Subtlety of their Nature they incorpo- 
rate themſelves with the Subſtance, and in its Stead leave 
their baneful Poiſon, and offenſive Excrement behind. On 
this the Conſumer feeds, and not on the Flour and Heart 
of the Grain, which is exhauſted ; and while he ima- 
gines he is ſucking in the Nouriſhment cf Life, it proves to 
be Poiſon indeed, and the Arrows of Death that fly at 
Noon-day, breeding and nouriſhing Lice, InpoLence, 
INACTIVITY, and raging SCORBUTIC and LEPROUS Ha- 
bits of Body. From iuch Circumſtances as theſe, ſurely it 


will be judged, that theſe our braveſt Friends are in a liv- 


ing Condition, if it can be called living: I think not, but 
rather a poiſoning and ftarving way of living, and under- 


going a deep ſtudied Puniſhment ſuited to the Actors of 


ſome horrible Crime. 

Blood thirſty, yet thrifty Managers may laviſh as much 
of the Nation's Money as they pleaſe to waſh away the 
Swarms of Lice and other Vermin they by their righteous 
Practices have peſtered poor Men with. It is a raviſhing 
Sight to ſee the Swarms of Vermin cleared from off the 
Ships Decks, by means of large Quantities of Vinegar 
bought for that Purpoſe. But it will always be ſo re- 
medileſs and inextricable, unleſs theſe Gentlemen intend to 
purge their own Conſceinces firft, if they have any, and 
after wards to provide the Scamen with wholeſomer Food. 

Now ſceing theſe things are ſo, and ghat ſome wirked 

| Per- 
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Perpetrators of deep and Hell-born Iniquity, and Mon- 
ſters of the human Species, have thus traiterouſly and 
wantonly betrayed their Truſt, and imbezzled the Wealth 
and Strength of the Nation in this more than cannibal and 
ſavage Manner, of ſucking the Blood and tearing. the Bo- 
dies of the Seamen in Pieces, by buying for their Subſiſtence 
with large Sums of Money, what the Brute Part of the 
Creation have loathed he coming near. Ns 

I ſay, as theſe Things are ſo, what can they plead, why 
the ſame ancient Judgment ſhould not be pronounced againſt 
them,which was againſt the diſobedient Servant, who knew his 
Maſter's Will and would not do it; and why the Wealth 
they have acquired by Rapine and Fraud ſhould not revert 
to the very Uſes they made inſtrumental to their unjuſt Ac- 
quiſitions. May their Houſes may be made a Dunghil, and 
may their Names be clean blotted out, and remembered 
no more. If they are bold enough to plead Ignorance, till 
let them be caſt into outer Darkneſs, for preſuming to fit 
as Managers of the moſt conſequential public Concerns, with 
a ſelf Conviction of barren unquallified Minds, and never at 
any Time robed with thoſe neceſſary Parts of Knowledge 
ſuitable to the Seats they filled. Before I give them up to 
be buffetted, let them but gently caſt their Eyes around 
them, and I will ſhew them a Mirrour to view themſelves 
in. Behold the Men thus cruelly treated by you, languiſh- 
ing in their Hammocks, and tireſome Beds of Hoſpitals and 
Sick Quarters, with poiſoned Conſtitutions and diſeaſed 
Limbs ! | 

View them in Irons, and ſeveral cruel Puniſhments, as 
Mutincers, for complaining of their nauſeating the Food 
you have provided for their Deſtruction, not Subſiſtence ! 
See the lonely Widows ſad Countenances ; the Cries of 
hungry Orphans ; the Dejection of antient Parents, bending 
their grey Hairs with Sorrow to the Grave, for the untime- 
ly and barbarous raviſhing away from them their Hopes, 
their Joy. their Support, their every Thing that gave them 
once a Reliſh fur the Sweets of Life! | | 

dee the Nation's Diſcontents for embezzling the large Sum 
of Money chearfully granted for honeſt Uſes! 

See the Glory of the King's Arms eclipſed, for Want d 

 heneft Purveyors. The King, whoſe Graciouſneſs bai 

| ſome of them riſe from the Dunghil they were lately ſeatel 
en, to a more excellent Degree of Gloty ! See the = 
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Stables you have filthily filled, and the vaſt Labour you have 
left for a faithful Miniftry to cleanſe | 

See the good Subjects,. Living Monuments of your ingrate 
and monſtrous Conduct, removed from their zealous Em- 
ploy, and religious Duty to their King and Country, and 
from your own poor Honour and Credit! 
Now let them declare whether they have well uſed or 
abuſed their Power, or that the Injuſtice of the Sentence 
they are doomed to is hard; and let them judge how Hea- 
ven muſt be diſpleafed at their wreſting out of the Hands of 
God, a Power which to him only belongs: The Power 
of Life and Death, by deſtroying in havocking Pride and 
large Numbers, the innocent and brave Images of his di- 
vine Perſon, CD | 

Well may his ſacred Majeſty, like the tender Parent, bid 
all his Sons repent, if ſuch Wickedneſſes as theſe have been 
long committed in our Land. Well may we be by him 
called upon, to turn to the Lord in Weeping, Faſting, and 
Prayer, when our flagrant Sins are gone up amidſt Mouths 
loaded with Blood, as loud Witneſſes to Heaven againſt us; 
ſeeing we had Ears and would not hear, Eyes and would 
not ſee, Underftanding and would not ſeek after Honeſty, or 
ſuch Things as belong to our Peace: and well if now it 
is not too late to expect other than their being for ever 
hid from our Eyes. | 

To prevent in ſome Meaſure all Complaints, I humbly 


recommend, that for the future there may be joint Purſers 
| appointed to the King's Ships, conſiſting of ſuch Tradeſmen 


as are well verſed in the different Branches of victualling; 
theſe are Brewers, Bakers, Mealmen, Farmers, Butciicr>, 
Coopers, &c. Coopers, every one knows, are not only of 
Conſequence on board of Ships, as they now ſtand em- 
ployed, but the beſt Judges of coopering Packages The 
well preſerving of the Commodity muſt intirely depend on 
the Goodneſs of the Caſk, of which a Cooper muſt be al- 
lowed to be the beſt Judge. If appointed by Warrant to 
act in Conjunction with a Mealman, &c. as Purſers, they 
muſt be ſuppoſed to underſtand Grain and all Sorts of Vic- 
tualling Stores, better than Gentlemen who never were 
in the Way of acquiring any Knowledge therein. Upon 
this it will follow, that Tradeſmen are the fitteſt to be 
Purfers on Board of the King's Ships, as the beſt Judges of 
Caſks, Grain, Cc. leſs ſubje& to be impoſed on by ava- 


ricious 
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be a great Check, and more fo, if they may be impowered 
as far as Circumſtances will ſuit to attend the different 


Offices they victual from, and to inſpect the Stores deſigned 


for their ſevera! Ships, before they are iſſued. I beg that 


thoſe who are great in Powet will not condemn me too 


ſeverely for my good and diſintereſted Sincerity to aſſiſt in 


ſerving the Publick at this Time of Need, with my poor 


Mite, wholly calculated for their future Good. Thoſe 


Gentlemen who are now Purſers, will alſo be favourable in 


their Cenſures of me, being in themſelves convinced of their 
Inſufficiency to defend themſelves againſt thoſe in Office, 
they have been ſorrily and inſultingly miſuſed by, in their 


Proviſions, Ec. | 

Theſe Things properly attended to, and withal keeping 
the Seamen well paid, would ſoon filence all Objections 
againſt entering into the King's Service, and would render 
unneceſſary the Violence now uſed in the Felonious and 
Dog-like forcing of Men into the Royal Navy from their 
ſufficient Employ for their Family's Subſiſtence; they then 
would rather be diſpoſed to make Intereſt to be admitted into 
King's Ships, that are well provided with Neceſſaries for 


continuing their Health and Well-being, with a confident 5 


Hope, that if by Chance of War they ſhould be wounded, 
they would not be puſhed out of their Inheritance, the 
Royal Hoſpital at Greenwich, by Footmen, Sc. by whom 
they are reported to. have been excluded their Precedency, 


and fraudulently driven from their regal and legal Heirſhip 


to the diſtreſſed Neceflity of expoling their maimed and diſ- 
membered Bodies, with doleful Cries at the Corners of every 


Street, and public Place, to excite the Compaſſion of thoſe 


for a Morſel of Bread, they have gallantly fought for, 
whilſt Interlopers, by Tyranny, are feaſting and revellin 

on their Portion. Some, by Enquiry, may be found, as f 
am informed, Men of Fortune and Property, much more 


able to beſtow than to live on the Succours of Charity, and 


ſuch Charity as was never deſigned by its original Inſtitution 
for the Relief of any other than the unfortunate Royal Sea- 

men. | | | 
If theſe Things be worth attending to, then for a fur- 
ther Satisfaction, ſee the Books of the Sick and Dead Lift, 
and comparing them with thoſe flain in Battle, not unlikely 
there may be more found to die in their Hammocks during 
| a 


ricious or overbearing Men in Office, on whom they will 
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= Month's Cruiſe, than are loft in an Engagement of eight | 


and forty Hours Continuance. x £ 
By the ſame Methods alſo may be ſeen what Quantities 
of Proviſions may be found unſerviceable and condemned, both 
before and after iſſuing, when compared with the ſeveral Con- 
tracts, and Books of the Clerks in the different Offices they 
occupy. 

And now I do ſay and abide by it, if theſe Things were 
properly attended to, that then our dear Boys would 


With well-ſtrung Nerves aid their Country's Cauſe, 
And ſtrongly weild the threat'ning Sword fhe draws. 


If the Reader thinks this worthy of his ſerious Attention, 

I hope I ſhall not greatly err in placing Things in two 
oppoſite Lights for his Conſideration, yet at the ſame Time 
begging Forgiveneſs for dabbling in Politicks : but be my 
Fate what it will, my Thoughts flow from an honeſt Mind. 
Queſtion, why there can't be 

found in this Nation a Man as capable as the late Sir oh 
Parſons to ſit as fole Commiſſioner of the Victualling, and 
if no one ſuch can be found, why three Men can't be found 


out among all the Bakers, Mealmen, Graziers, Brewers, 


Fc. in the three Nations, of Credit, Character, and well- 
ſkilled in their ſeveral Profeſſions, and in the different Spe- 


cies of Victualling. If three ſuch may be heard of, why 


ſhould not the People of England be better ſatisfied in their 
having the Direction of the momentous Concern of vic- 
tualling the Royal Navy, than ſeven miſchievous Men, 
who neither did know, or would be taught any Thing about 
the Matter ; ſome of whom ſeldom attend the Board oftner 
than at the Time of receiving their Salaries, unleſs direct- 
ed thereto by their Superiors on ſome extraordinary Oc- 


caſions, ſuch as perhaps the diſcharging of innocent Men 


to ſcreen themſelves. | | 

To correct the Underſtanding of thoſe who may think I 
publiſh theſe Tracts for Gain, or out of Pride, or Malice 
to any one ; be it known I do not : my Principles pure- 
ly humane and benevolent, I imbibed from my Parent, a 
celebrated orthodox Divine of the Church of England, I 
am as free from Schiſm as Enthuſiaſm ; and following the 
Example of my great Leader, the Captain of my Salvation, 


I prefer a Life of Poverty, _ to be accounted a May 
| 9 TEy . 
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of Sorrows, before conniving at wicked Practices in any 
publick Employment. In this Capacity I have met with 


great Difficulties and ill Treatment for my upright Inten- 


tions. Theſe I have ſufficiently-ſet forth in an ample 


Manner, and to them I may add the great Arrears ſtill due 
to me from the honourable B—d, who, inſtead of Pay- 


ment, will rather think me deſerving of a further Puniſh- 
ment for this Undertaking, than a juſt Reward for my 
Aſſiduity and Faithfulneſs. However I conſole myſelf that 
I have diſcharged my Duty, in laying open to public View 


ſo many Scenes of Iniquity, hoping, for the future, pro-, 


per Methods may be taken to prevent them, | 
Now my Hand is in, I think I may as well advance one 
Bp more, as it is likely to be the laſt Specimen of good 
Wil 

leave as a Bleſſing for Want of any Thing better. This 
is, that an Act be paſled, diſquallifying Men of all Deno- 
minations that accept of Penſions, Places, or-Employments 
from and under the Government, to vète for Members of 
Parliament : It will in ſome Meaſure be a Means of ba- 
niſhing that infernal Hag, Corruption, into more diſtant 
Climes. It will make Elections more the free Choice of 
the People ; and by it the public Buſineſs will be better 
executed in the ſeveral Offices, with fewer Incumbrances, 
and at leſs Expence. How far theſe Sketches of my nar- 
row Intellects may coincide with his Majeſty's moſt gra- 
cious Speech from the Throne, that recommends Frugal- 
lity, I refer to thoſe who know better than I do the State 
of ſuch Affairs. | 

The Burthen my Mind has been long loaded with, and 
laboured to lay down, I now have gently rid myſelf of, 
preſuming that I carried it long enough ; therefore leave 
it to the free Choice of any Body to take it up that likes 
it. 

I well know the Conſequences of bold Truth-telling in 
this Iron Age, and that Falſhood and Treachery, conceiving 
their Honours to be inſulted, groſly abuſed, and igno- 
miniouſly traduced, will quickly order Puniſhment to be 
executed on the Delinquent, that thus daringly and pub- 
lickly affronts them. | | 

But let the Fiends know, it is not a Coward that has 
done it, nor a Man born to Slavery, or ignoble Fear, tho' 


the laſt Branch of a noble Race, that dared to be tg 
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ſhall ever ſhew my King and Country, which I 
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and all (as hoping that you now will know how better to 
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the worſt of Times. For better Inforniitioſ N t. Known, 
that I am ready to ſhake Hands with Death, is my Friend 
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and Guide, to conduct me to the Sound of the Archaligel's os, 


Trump ſummoning me to the Bar of Heaven to teſtify 
the indubitable Truths herein contained, Thus pre- 
pared for my Journey, I think it neceſſary to let all be 
ſatisfied agreeably to my Religious Profeſſion as a Chriſtian, | 
that I forgive and am in Charity with all Men that have = _ 
injured me and my Family. | „ 
Having but few Friends (Thanks to their H rs Good- 5 
neſs) I need no great Formality in taking Leave of them. ä 
The Bomb-ſhell being now burſt, I think I may be ſup- + 
poſed peaceably, if not ſafely, to retire. So I bid you one 


provide what is fit for yourſelves,) Farewell, 
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